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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

USA TODAY CO., INC.; GANNETT
SATELLITE INFORMATION NETWORK, LLC; o
GANNETT GP MEDIA, INC.; THE COURIER- Civil Action No.
JOURNAL, INC.; DES MOINES REGISTER
AND TRIBUNE COMPANY:; DETROIT FREE
PRESS, INC.; DETROIT NEWSPAPER COMPLAINT
PARTNERSHIP, L.P.: CA FLORIDA
HOLDINGS, LLC; SCRIPPS NP OPERATING,
LLC; CA NORTH CAROLINA HOLDINGS, JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
INC.; GATEHOUSE MEDIA OKLAHOMA
HOLDINGS, INC.; JOURNAL SENTINEL INC.:
GATEHOUSE MEDIA OHIO HOLDINGS 1I,
INC.; and PHOENIX NEWSPAPERS, INC.,

Plaintiffs,

V.

OPENAI FOUNDATION; OPENAI GP, LLC;
OAI INTERNATIONAL, INC.; OPENAI OPCO,
LLC; OPENAI GLOBAL, LLC; OAI
CORPORATION; and OPENAI GROUP PBC,

Defendants.

Plaintiffs USA TODAY Co., Inc.; Gannett Satellite Information Network, LLC; Gannett
GP Media, Inc.; The Courier-Journal, Inc.; Des Moines Register and Tribune Company; Detroit
Free Press, Inc.; Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.; CA Florida Holdings, LLC; Scripps NP
Operating, LLC; CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc.; GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc.;
Journal Sentinel Inc.; GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.; and Phoenix Newspapers, Inc.,
who are all owned by USA TODAY Co., Inc. (collectively, the “USA TODAY Plaintiffs”), by
and through their attorneys, Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck, P.C., respectfully bring this

Complaint against Defendants OpenAl Foundation; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI International, Inc.;
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OpenAl OpCo, LLC; OpenAl Global, LLC; OAI Corporation; and OpenAl Group PBC
(collectively, “OpenAl” or “Defendants”™).

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. In this lawsuit, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs join the long list of copyright holders
who have filed lawsuits against OpenAl and other Al companies for copyright infringement, many
of which have been consolidated in this Court.

2. Together, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs own copyrights in content published by 19
different publications: USA TODAY, The Tennessean, Indy Star, The Bergen Record, The
Engquirer, Asbury Park Press, Democrat & Chronicle, The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Naples Daily
News, The Oklahoman, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, The Columbus Dispatch, The Arizona
Republic, The Courier-Journal, The Des Moines Register, Detroit Free Press, The Detroit News,
The Palm Beach Post, and Star News (collectively, the “USA TODAY Publications”).

3. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs have protected the value of their print and online work.
Each of their publications includes copyright management information as defined in 17 U.S.C.
§ 1202(c). Their registered copyrights are attached as Exhibit A. This material is referred to
collectively as the “USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.”

4. OpenAT’s large language models (“LLMs”) were trained on copyrighted material
scraped from the internet without authorization—regardless of paywalls or other access
restrictions—and without regard for the rights of publishers and authors. As Sam Altman,
OpenATl’s founder and CEO, candidly acknowledged in testimony before the British House of
Lords, his company’s models depend on copyrighted material:

Because copyright today covers virtually every sort of human expression—

including blog posts, photographs, forum posts, scraps of software code,

and government documents—it would be impossible to train today’s

leading AI models without using copyrighted materials. Limiting training
data to public domain books and drawings created more than a century
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ago might yield an interesting experiment, but would not provide Al
systems that meet the needs of today’s citizens.!

5. A Microsoft executive described OpenAl’s unauthorized use of copyrighted
content as “an astonishing theft of unprecedented proportions” and perhaps the “largest theft of
labor in human history.”?

6. OpenAl deliberately chose to use copyrighted works without permission,
disregarding the rights of authors and publishers whose livelihoods depend on respect for their
creative efforts. OpenAl did not merely steal the copyrighted works used to train its models; it did
so using programs designed to strip away Copyright Management Information (“CMI”), which
indicated that the works were protected by valid copyrights.

7. OpenATl’s internal communications confirm that it deliberately targeted news
content and knew its models were built to reproduce it. OpenAI’s Co-Founder and President Greg
Brockman told his colleagues that OpenAI’s models were “particularly good at predicting text of

99 ¢

news articles,” “excellent at news,” and “very good at any news task.” In a 2020 presentation,
then-OpenAl research leader Dario Amodei listed “News Generation” among GPT-3’s “Skills.”

8. OpenATI’s models have “memorized” the copyrighted works they ingested. Before
OpenAl implemented litigation-inspired safeguards, its models would reproduce verbatim or near-
verbatim copies of copyrighted content when prompted. And because users demand current

information, OpenAl must continuously feed its models new copyrighted material—ensuring that

its infringement is not a past wrong but an ongoing one.

I OpenAl, Written Evidence Submitted to the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee, Large

Language Models Inquiry (Dec. 2023), available at https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/126981/pdf/.
2 In re OpenAl, Inc. Copyright Infringement Litig., No. 25-md-3143, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 1 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 17, 2025).
31d. at 1-2, 53-54.
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9. OpenAl understood that its models memorize training data. OpenAIl’s VP of
Research explained: “We train our networks to memorize the training data — that’s their
objective.” By November 2019, OpenAl internally expressed concern about its models
“accidentally regenerating copyrighted works.” By 2020, OpenAl understood that GPT-3 had
memorized training items and that even a single exposure during training “causes some degree of
memorization,” and recognized that its API “might output existing content verbatim.” By 2021,
OpenAl considered prevention of memorization important “for fair use [compliance] and
minimizing copyright violations in model output.” In June 2022, OpenAl employees
acknowledged that GPT-4 would have “memorized a ton of data and therefore will be insanely
good at regurgitation.”*

10. Indeed, the ‘“safeguards” OpenAl implemented were designed not to stop
infringement but to conceal it. OpenAl’s output filters did not suppress output of content from any
entity that had not sued it. A Microsoft executive who raised the issue internally called the
approach an “accidental cover up” because it left “people who have a right over the content having
less visibility into what was used for training.”>

11. OpenAlT’s violations were willful. OpenAl knew that its models had “memorized”
the content OpenAl trained them on and would reproduce it verbatim or near-verbatim when
prompted. These violations continue today and are committed knowingly and intentionally in
disregard of the rights of those who research, investigate, write, and publish the news that
OpenAlT’s products appropriate daily.

12. The U.S. Constitution grants Congress the authority “[t]Jo promote the Progress of

Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive

41d. at 11-12.
S1d. at 13.
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Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.” U.S. Const. art. I, § 8, cl. 8. Exercising this
authority, Congress has enacted laws that erect barriers against copyright theft and authorize
substantial penalties for those who violate copyright owners’ rights.

13. In this lawsuit, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs seek damages in excess of $250 million.
Upon information and belief, OpenAl’s models have copied hundreds of thousands of articles and
other materials from the USA TODAY Publications. The law provides that the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs may recover up to $150,000 for each willful copyright infringement, plus up to $25,000
per violation for OpenAlT’s stripping of copyright management information.

14. OpenAl violated the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights in their content by
scraping from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites or otherwise acquiring it to train OpenAlI’s
models and by reproducing and repackaging the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content in outputs to
OpenAl users.

15. OpenATI’s unauthorized use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content has done real
and continuing damage to their publications. When OpenAl provides outputs reproducing or
repackaging content taken from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, users have no reason to
visit the original sources or pay for a subscription. As one OpenAl software engineer
acknowledged, “no matter how prominently [OpenAl] show][s] the links, users won’t click.”®

16. This lawsuit seeks to hold OpenAl accountable and to obtain the relief the USA

TODAY Plaintiffs are entitled to under the law.

6 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 67.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

17. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a)
because this action arises under the Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. § 101, et seq., as well as
other federal laws.

18. Jurisdiction over Defendants is proper because they have purposely availed
themselves of the privilege of conducting business in New York. A substantial portion of OpenAI’s
widespread infringement and other unlawful conduct alleged herein occurred in New York,
including the distribution and sales of OpenAl’s Generative Pre-trained Transformer (“GPT”)-
based products like ChatGPT, ChatGPT Enterprise, and related application programming interface
(API) tools within New York to New York residents. Furthermore, OpenAl maintains offices and
employs personnel in New York who, upon information and belief, were involved in the creation,
maintenance, or monetization of OpenAl’s widespread infringement and other unlawful conduct
alleged herein.

19. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(a) because Defendants and/or their agents
reside or may be found in this District, and because of the infringing and unlawful activities that
occurred in this District.

20. Venue is also proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial part of the
events giving rise to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ claims occurred in this District, including the
marketing, sales, and licensing of OpenAl products built on the infringement and other misuse of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ intellectual property within this District. Upon information and belief,
OpenALl has sold subscriptions for ChatGPT products to New York residents, and OpenAl enjoys
a substantial base of monthly active users of ChatGPT products in New York. OpenAl has licensed

its GPT models to New York residents and companies headquartered in New York. For example,
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OpenAl has struck deals to license its GPT models to the Associated Press (“AP”) and Morgan

Stanley, both companies headquartered in New York.

THE PARTIES

21. Plaintiff USA TODAY Co., Inc., is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. USA TODAY Co., Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by the Democrat & Chronicle (democratandchronicle.com), which is available on its website and
as a printed newspaper. USA TODAY Co., Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A
at 4-47.

22. Plaintiff Gannett Satellite Information Network, LL.C is a Delaware limited liability
company with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Gannett Satellite Information
Network, LLC owns copyrights in content published by several publications, including USA
TODAY (usatoday.com), Indy Star (indystar.com), The Bergen Record (northjersey.com), and
Asbury Park Press (app.com), which are available on their websites and as printed newspapers.
Gannett Satellite Information Network, LLC’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at
1-4 (Asbury Park Press), 190-204 (Indy Star), 219-222 (The Bergen Record), and 711-717 (USA
TODAY).

23. Plaintiff Gannett GP Media, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Gannett GP Media, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by The Tennessean (tennessean.com) and The Enquirer (cincinnati.com), which are available on
their websites and as printed newspapers. Gannett GP Media, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set
forth in Exhibit A at 431-445 (The Enquirer), 698-711 (The Tennessean).

24. Plaintiff Scripps NP Operating, LLC is a Wisconsin limited liability company with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Scripps NP Operating, LLC owns copyrights

in content published by The Knoxville News-Sentinel (knoxnews.com) and the Naples Daily News
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(naplesnews.com), which are available on their websites and as printed newspapers. Scripps NP
Operating, LLLC’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 445-451 (The Knoxville
News-Sentinel), 207-214 (Naples Daily News).

25. Plaintiff GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc. is a Delaware corporation
with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings,
Inc. owns copyrights in content published by The Oklahoman (oklahoman.com), which is available
on its website and as a printed newspaper. GateHouse Media Oklahoma Holdings, Inc.’s copyright
registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 451-689.

26. Plaintiff Journal Sentinel, Inc. is a Wisconsin corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Journal Sentinel, Inc. owns copyrights in content published by
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (jsonline.com), which is available on its website and as a printed
newspaper. Journal Sentinel, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 204-207.

217. Plaintiff GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.
owns copyrights in content published by The Columbus Dispatch (dispatch.com), which is
available on its website and as a printed newspaper. GateHouse Media Ohio Holdings II, Inc.’s
copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 222-239.

28. Plaintiff Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. is an Arizona corporation with its principal
place of business in Pittsford, New York. Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. owns copyrights in content
published by The Arizona Republic (www.azcentral.com), which is available on its website and as
a printed newspaper. Phoenix Newspapers, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A

at 216-219.
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29. Plaintiff The Courier-Journal, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. The Courier-Journal, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by The Courier-Journal (courier-journal.com), which is available on its website and as a printed
newspaper. The Courier-Journal, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 239-
251.

30. Plaintiff Des Moines Register and Tribune Company is an Iowa corporation with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Des Moines Register and Tribune Company
owns copyrights in content published by The Des Moines Register (desmoinesregister.com), which
is available on its website and as a printed newspaper. Des Moines Register and Tribune
Company’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 47-62.

31. Plaintiff Detroit Free Press, Inc. is a Michigan corporation with its principal place
of business in Pittsford, New York. Detroit Free Press, Inc. owns copyrights in content published
by the Detroit Free Press (freep.com), which is available on its website and as a printed newspaper.
Detroit Free Press, Inc.’s copyright registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 62-190.

32. Plaintiff Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P. is a Delaware limited partnership
with its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.
owns copyrights in content published by The Detroit News (detroitnews.com), which is available
on its website and as a printed newspaper. Detroit Newspaper Partnership, L.P.’s copyright
registrations are set forth in Exhibit A at 251-431.

33. Plaintiff CA Florida Holdings, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company with
its principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. CA Florida Holdings, LLC owns copyrights

in content published by The Palm Beach Post (palmbeachpost.com), which is available on its
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website and as a printed newspaper. CA Florida Holdings, LLC’s copyright registrations are set
forth in Exhibit A at 689-698.

34, Plaintiff CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its
principal place of business in Pittsford, New York. CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc. owns
copyrights in content published by the Star News (starnewsonline.com), which is available on its
website and as a printed newspaper. CA North Carolina Holdings, Inc.’s copyright registrations
are set forth in Exhibit A at 214-218.

35. Defendant OpenAl Foundation, formerly known as OpenAl, Inc. until October
2025, is a Delaware nonstock nonprofit corporation with a principal office in San Francisco,
California. OpenAl, Inc. was formed in December 2015. At least until October 28, 2025, OpenAl,
Inc. indirectly owned and controlled all other OpenAl entities and was directly involved in
perpetrating the mass infringement and other unlawful conduct alleged here. Upon information
and belief, since then, OpenAl Foundation has indirectly owned and controlled all other OpenAl
entities and has been directly involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and other unlawful
conduct alleged herein.

36. Defendant OpenAl GP, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company with a
principal place of business located in San Francisco, California. It is a wholly owned subsidiary
of OpenAl Group PBC. OpenAl GP, LLC previously managed OpenAl LP (n/k/a OpenAl OpCo,
LLC) through January 1, 2026. OpenAl GP, LLC was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass
infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

37. Defendant OAI International, Inc., which converted from a limited liability
company known as OpenAl, LLC (which was formed in September 2020) on or about December

31, 2025, is a Delaware corporation with a principal place of business in San Francisco, California.

10
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OAI International, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of OpenAl OpCo, LLC. OAI International,
Inc. was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

38. Defendant OpenAl OpCo, LLC, formerly known as OpenAl LP until January 2023,
is a Delaware limited liability company with a principal place of business located in San Francisco,
California. OpenAl OpCo, LLC was and/or is involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and
unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

39. Defendant OpenAl Global, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company formed in
December 2022 and has a principal place of business in San Francisco, California. OpenAl
Foundation has a majority stake in OpenAl Global, LLC. OpenAl Global, LLC was and/or is
involved in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content alleged herein.

40. Defendant OAI Corporation, which converted from a limited liability company
known as OAI Corporation, LLC in September 2023, is a Delaware corporation with a principal
place of business in San Francisco, California. OAI Corporation was and/or is involved in
perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content alleged herein.

41. On or about October 28, 2025, OpenAl published the following statements on its
website:’

OpenAl has completed its recapitalization, simplifying its corporate structure. The

nonprofit remains in control of the for-profit, and now has a direct path to major

resources before AGI arrives.

The nonprofit, now called the OpenAl Foundation, holds equity in the for-profit
currently valued at approximately $130 billion, making it one of the best resourced

7 See Bret Taylor, Built to Benefit Everyone, OPENAI (Oct. 28, 2025), https://openai.com/index/built-to-benefit-
everyone/; Our Structure, OPENAL, https://openai.com/our-structure/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

11
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philanthropic organizations ever. The recapitalization also grants the Foundation
additional ownership as OpenAl’s for-profit reaches a valuation milestone.

¢ With our updated structure, announced on October 28, 2025:

The nonprofit is now the OpenAl Foundation.

The for-profit is now a public benefit corporation, called OpenAl Group PBC,

which—unlike a conventional corporation—is required to advance its stated

mission and consider the broader interests of all stakeholders, ensuring the
company’s  mission and commercial success advance  together.

The OpenAl Foundation continues to control the OpenAl Group. It now holds

conventional equity in OpenAl Group—with all stockholders participating

proportionally in any increase in value of the OpenAl Group — aligning long-term
incentives around impact and growth.

OpenAl Foundation and OpenAl Group have the same mission.

42. Defendant OpenAl Group PBC is a for-profit Delaware public benefit corporation
with its principal place of business in San Francisco, California.® OpenAlI Holdings, LLC merged
into OpenAl Group PBC on or about December 31, 2025. OpenAl Group PBC was and is involved
in perpetrating the mass infringement and unlawful exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’

content alleged herein.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs and Publications

43. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs share the same parent company, USA TODAY Co.,
Inc. USA TODAY Co., Inc., formerly Gannett Co., Inc., is a diversified media company with
expansive reach at the national and local level that traces its history back to 1906. USA TODAY
Co., Inc. publishes USA TODAY along with hundreds of daily publications across the United
States, including the USA TODAY Publications: Asbury Park Press, The Bergen Record, The

Enquirer, The Columbus Dispatch, The Des Moines Register, Detroit Free Press, The Detroit

8 1d.; see also In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1686, at 9.

12
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News, Indianapolis Star, The Knoxville News-Sentinel, The Courier-Journal, Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, Naples Daily News, The Tennessean, The Oklahoman, The Palm Beach Post, The Arizona
Republic, Democrat & Chronicle, and Star News. Collectively, the USA TODAY Publications
have won dozens of Pulitzer Prizes and employ hundreds of journalists across thirteen states.

44. The USA TODAY Publications invest heavily in original reporting and the
reporters and staff who create it. OpenAl’s unlawful theft of their content imperils their future.
OpenAl took the journalism that the USA TODAY Publications have spent decades building—
and turned it into a company worth, according to its latest projections, almost $1 trillion. That theft
violated the protections afforded under U.S. law.

45. USA TODAY, founded in 1982, has been a cornerstone of the national media
landscape. Since its inception, USA TODAY has delivered high-quality, trusted content with a
commitment to balanced, unbiased journalism.

46. The Asbury Park Press traces its origins back to 1879 and has won major national
and state journalism awards, including a Pulitzer Prize. Today, it stands as the third-largest daily
newspaper in New Jersey, covering Ocean and Monmouth counties while maintaining a
distinguished track record of award-winning investigative coverage.

47. Established in 1895, The Bergen Record stands as one of New Jersey’s primary
daily news sources, providing regional, state, and local coverage across Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
and Passaic counties. The publication maintains a major multi-platform presence—anchored
digitally by NorthJersey.com—delivering investigative, sports, and breaking news coverage to a
broad statewide audience. It won the prestigious Gerald Loeb Award in 1996 for its investigative
series “Formula for Disaster: The Lodi Explosion,” which investigated a chemical plant explosion

at Napp Technologies in Lodi, New Jersey, and directly led to monumental federal safety reforms.

13
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48. The Enquirer has been exploring the news and views of the Greater Cincinnati area
since 1841 serving Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky daily. It won the 2018 Pulitzer
Prize for local reporting for its project titled “Seven Days of Heroin,” which documented a week
in Greater Cincinnati’s heroin epidemic.

49. Serving Ohio since 1871, The Columbus Dispatch delivers essential coverage of
breaking news, politics, business, sports, and entertainment. Alongside its digital home at
Dispatch.com, the publication also functions as a comprehensive marketing partner, equipping
businesses with tailored solutions, data insights, and expert services. Recently, it won top honors
as the best large newspaper in Ohio with its second consecutive General Excellence Award from
the Ohio Associated Press Managing Editors.

50. With a history dating back to 1849 and 17 Pulitzer Prizes to its name, The Des
Moines Register is a prominent multimedia platform delivering comprehensive news alongside
advanced business marketing services. Reaching more than 75 counties, it commands a larger adult
audience than any other media outlet across lowa. Beyond its flagship publication, the media group
encompasses 10 community and weekly newspapers, targeted special sections, and a robust
network of digital and mobile destinations such as DesMoinesRegister.com, HawkCentral.com,
DMlJuice.com, and RAGBRAIcom.

51. As Michigan’s oldest news organization and premier media brand established in
1831, the Detroit Free Press provides trusted coverage across print, digital, and mobile channels.
Reaching audiences via Freep.com and its print editions, the publication delivers award-winning
reporting on business, sports, politics, and culture, offering investigative and community-driven

journalism throughout the state. It has won 10 Pulitzer Prizes.

14
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52. Established in 1873, The Detroit News stands as a premier daily publication and a
cornerstone of information for communities throughout Michigan. The publication spans print,
web, and mobile channels to provide thorough reporting on local news, politics, business, the
automotive sector, sports, and culture. Alongside its award-winning journalism and photography,
including three Pulitzer Prizes, the outlet offers targeted advertising solutions that empower local
companies to effectively reach and engage their key target audiences.

53. Operating out of downtown Indianapolis since 1903, the Indianapolis Star has been
a foundational source for news, analysis, and sports across Central Indiana. As a multi-time
Pulitzer Prize winner, the publication delivers deep, reliable journalism tailored to Indianapolis
and its surrounding communities.

54. Since 1886, The Knoxville News-Sentinel has been East Tennessee’s premier source
for award-winning journalism, breaking news, and local sports. The publication keeps
communities deeply connected through trusted daily reporting, insightful commentary, and
powerful digital storytelling.

55. The Courier-Journal is the premier media voice for the Louisville metro area and
delivers trusted reporting, commentary, and community insights across Kentucky and Southern
Indiana. It engages millions of readers via print, digital, and mobile channels with deep coverage
of the people and issues shaping the region. Dedicated to strengthening the communities it serves,
the outlet provides impactful journalism alongside effective marketing solutions that bridge the
gap between local businesses and their audiences. It has won 10 Pulitzer Prizes and numerous
state and national journalism awards throughout its history.

56. With roots dating back to 1837, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel is Wisconsin’s

premier news organization and anchors its digital presence at JSOnline.com as a top online

15
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destination for local users. The publication delivers comprehensive multimedia reporting—
spanning print, digital, writing, photography, and video—tailored to navigate a changing world
while serving both its readers and business partners. It frequently earns national journalism awards
and has won multiple Pulitzer Prizes.

57. Since 1923, the Naples Daily News has stood as the premier authority for Collier
and southern Lee counties in Florida, delivering exceptional coverage that spans hard-hitting
investigations, vibrant arts and culture, local dining, and the natural beauty of Southwest Florida.
This multi-award-winning publication consistently raises the standard for regional journalism,
offering readers unmatched, real-time insights from critical breaking news and local sports to the
area’s best culinary experiences.

58. Dating as far back as 1907, The Tennessean serves as a powerful civic champion
dedicated to enhancing the quality of life throughout Nashville and Middle Tennessee. This deeply
respected publication is known for its culturally resonant storytelling and unwavering commitment
to public advocacy and impact journalism. The outlet remains an indispensable guide for the local
community, connecting residents to the vital issues, music, culture, and political movements
shaping the areas of coverage. It has won three Pulitzer Prizes.

59. For well over a century, The Oklahoman has stood as an indispensable pillar of the
state. Beyond its enduring legacy of daily reporting, the publication is widely celebrated for its
journalistic excellence, proudly earning multiple First Amendment Awards from the Society of
Professional Journalists and consistent top-10 national rankings from the Associated Press Sports
Editors. It continues to set the benchmark for regional journalism, keeping citizens informed,

empowered, and deeply connected to Oklahoma.

16
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60. Spanning a vast seven-county footprint—Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie,
Okeechobee, Indian River, Hendry, and Glades—The Palm Beach Post has served the South
Florida community since 1916. Built on an unwavering commitment to unbiased and award-
winning journalism and Pulitzer Prize-winning photography, the publication acts as a fierce
community watchdog and a trusted chronicler of the region’s growth, culture, and public interest.
Beyond its editorial mission, the publication serves as an engine for the local economy, offering
advertising solutions that help businesses forge meaningful connections with the region’s
consumers.

61. As Arizona’s largest newspaper and a flagship daily publication based in Phoenix,
The Arizona Republic has been an essential fixture of the Southwest since its founding. Widely
circulated across the entire state, the publication is celebrated for its deep-rooted civic leadership,
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporting, and comprehensive watchdog journalism that holds public
officials accountable. Anchored digitally by azcentral.com, the brand delivers breaking news
alongside rich, in-depth coverage of regional politics, local culture, the state’s booming business
sector, and vibrant community life.

62. For nearly 200 years, the Democrat & Chronicle has served as the journalistic
lifeblood of Rochester and western New York. As the region’s sole remaining daily print
newspaper, the publication is widely celebrated for its tenacious local reporting, deep community
roots, and unwavering commitment to public-service journalism. The outlet continues to guide,
hold accountable, and unite communities across the Genesee Valley. The New York State
Associated Press Association presented it with the New York State First Amendment Award in
2017 for its commitment to press freedom and watchdog reporting. In 2024, it earned multiple

New York News Publishers Association Awards.

17
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63. Founded in 1867, the Star News holds the distinction of being North Carolina’s
oldest continuously published daily newspaper, serving as a trusted, foundational voice for the
Cape Fear region. The publication delivers rigorous multi-platform reporting across print, web,
and mobile channels to readers throughout New Hanover, Brunswick, and Pender counties.
Anchored digitally by StarNewsOnline.com, the Star News is celebrated for its vital coastal
coverage and deep-rooted civic engagement—chronicling everything from regional business
development and local sports to cultural milestones and breaking news. It regularly receives
awards from the North Carolina Press Association for its journalism and coverage.

B. The OpenAl Defendants

64. OpenAl was formed in December 2015 as a “non-profit artificial intelligence
research company.” OpenAl started with $1 billion in seed money from its founders, a group of
wealthy technology entrepreneurs and investors, and companies like Amazon Web Services and
InfoSys. This group included Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla and X Corp. (formerly known as
Twitter); Reid Hoffman, the co-founder of LinkedIn; Sam Altman, the former president of Y
Combinator; and Greg Brockman, the former Chief Technology Officer of Stripe.

65. Despite accepting very large investments from enormously wealthy companies and
individuals at its founding, OpenAl originally maintained that its research and work would be
entirely unmotivated by profit.

66. OpenAl was founded as a nonprofit. In a December 11, 2015, press release, it
wrote: “Our goal is to advance digital intelligence in the way that is most likely to benefit humanity
as a whole, unconstrained by a need to generate financial return. Since our research is free from

financial obligations, we can better focus on a positive human impact.”® In accordance with that

> Greg Brockman & Ilya Sutskever, Introducing  OpenAl, OPENAI (Dec. 11, 2015),
https://openai.com/blog/introducing-openai.
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mission, OpenAl promised that its work and intellectual property would be open and available to
the public, that its “[r]esearchers will be strongly encouraged to publish their work, whether as
papers, blog posts, or code” and that its “patents (if any) will be shared with the world.”!” Those
promises didn’t last.

67. Despite its early promises of altruism, OpenAl quickly became a for-profit business
built in large part on the unlicensed exploitation of copyrighted works belonging to the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs and others. Around 2017, OpenAl co-founder and President Greg Brockman
wrote that he was “deeply motivated by the gazillions” he hoped to gain by commercializing
OpenATl’s technology.!! Just three years after its founding, OpenAl shed its exclusively nonprofit
status. It created OpenAl, LP in March 2019, a for-profit company conducting the majority of
OpenAlT’s operations and raising capital from investors seeking a return.

68. In the same year, Microsoft invested $1 billion in OpenAl, the first of many such
investments. At the time, OpenAl described the purpose of the partnership as “building artificial
general intelligence (AGI) with widely distributed economic benefits,” and “to develop a hardware
and software platform within Microsoft Azure which will scale to AGI.”!?

69. Since 2019, Microsoft and OpenAl have exchanged copies of publishers’
copyrighted content in what OpenAlI’s Chief Research Officer Bob McGrew described as “a trade:
the idea [was] that we’re giving data to them and they are giving data to us.” Over a three-year
period, Microsoft provided OpenAl with a copy of the Bing Index—a compilation of billions of
webpages scraped for Microsoft’s search engine—including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content,

in an initiative codenamed “Project Taxi.” Microsoft separately developed and operated a crawler,

074

' In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 5.

12 Greg Brockman, Microsoft Invests in and Partners with OpenAl to Support Us Building Beneficial AGI, OPENAI
(July 22, 2019), https://openai.com/index/microsoft-invests-in-and-partners-with-openai/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).
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“Project Mango,” on OpenAlI’s behalf to “collect as many of the documents as possible for their
training,” for which OpenAl paid Microsoft.'?

70. OpenAl’s corporate structure grew into an intricate web of for-profit holding,
operating, and shell companies that manage OpenAl’s day-to-day operations and grant OpenAl’s
investors authority and influence over OpenAl’s operations, all while raising billions in capital
from investors. The result: Today, OpenAl is a commercial enterprise valued at $852 billion.'*

71. In June 2026, OpenAl announced that it had filed with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission for an initial public offering expected to generate hundreds of billions of
dollars."

72. With the shift to a for-profit company, OpenAl also abandoned its commitment to
openness. OpenAl released GPT-1 and GPT-2 on an open-source basis in 2018 and 2019, but as
OpenAl sought to commercialize its models, OpenAl changed course starting with the release of
GPT-3 in 2020, shortly after OpenAl LP and other for-profit OpenAl entities were formed and
took control of product design and development.

73. GPT-3.5 and GPT-4 were both orders of magnitude more powerful than the two
previous generations, yet OpenAl continued to keep their design and training (including the
copyrighted content on which the models were trained) entirely a secret. For previous generations,
OpenAl had voluminous reports detailing the contents of the training set, design, and hardware of
the LLMs. Not so for GPT-3.5 or GPT-4. For GPT-4, for example, the “technical report™ that
OpenAl released said: “this report contains no further details about the architecture (including

model size), hardware, training compute, dataset construction, training method, or similar.”'® In

13 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 31-33.

4 Accelerating the Next Phase of AI, OPENAI (Mar. 2026), https://openai.com/index/accelerating-the-next-phase-ai/.
15 https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/08/technology/openai-ipo.html

16 OpenAl, GPT-4 Technical Report (2023), https://cdn.openai.com/papers/gpt-4.pdf.
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other words, when OpenAl began commercializing its models, it stopped disclosing details about
its training datasets, thereby hiding the identity and scale of the copyrighted works OpenAl had
taken from rightsholders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs to power its commercial models and
products. OpenAl has also kept the training data of its subsequent commercial models a secret,
including GPT-4 Turbo, GPT-40, GPT-40 mini, ol, ol-pro, ol-mini, GPT-4.5, 03, 04, GPT-4.1,
GPT-5, GPT-5.1, GPT-5.2, GPT-5.3, GPT-5.4, GPT-5.5, GPT-5.6, GPT-6, and GPT-6.1

74. OpenAl’s former Chief Scientist, Ilya Sutskever, justified this secrecy on
commercial grounds: “It’s competitive out there .... And there are many companies who want to
do the same thing, so from a competitive side, you can see this as maturation of the field.” But its
effect was clearly to conceal the identity of the data OpenAl copied to train its latest models from
rightsholders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs.

75. OpenAl became a household name upon the release of ChatGPT in November
2022. ChatGPT is a text-generating chatbot that, given user-generated prompts, can mimic
humanlike natural language responses. ChatGPT was an instant viral sensation, reaching one
million users within a month of its release and gaining over 100 million users within three months.

76. In March 2026, OpenAl described itself as “the fastest technology platform to reach
10 million users, the fastest to 100 million users, and soon the fastest to 1 billion weekly active
users.”!’

77. In July 2025, OpenAl reported that users send more than 2.5 billion messages to
ChatGPT per day-including more than 330 million prompts per day in the United States alone. As
of March 2026, ChatGPT had more than 900 million weekly active users and over 50 million

paying subscribers.'®

17 Accelerating the Next Phase of Al, supra note 14.
18 1d.
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78. OpenAl has publicly acknowledged the significant role that news content plays in
ChatGPT’s usage. In February 2026, OpenAl stated that “the demand for reliable local news is
already visible inside ChatGPT at a rate of about 1 million prompts per week,” with users seeking
information about community events, local businesses, crime and emergency response, legislation,
courts, and public policy."”

79. OpenAl’s API platform has likewise become a major commercial product. As of
March 2026, OpenAl reported that its APIs process more than 15 billion tokens per minute.?

80. OpenAl, through OpenAI OpCo, LLC and at the direction of OpenAl, Inc., OpenAl
LP, and other OpenAl entities, offers a suite of services powered by its LLMs, targeted to both
ordinary consumers and businesses. OpenAl’s business-focused offerings include ChatGPT
Enterprise and ChatGPT API tools designed to enable developers to incorporate ChatGPT into
bespoke applications. OpenAl also licenses its technology to corporate clients for licensing fees.
Some of these offerings can be accessed without charge, but OpenAl charges a fee for the use of
its more powerful or specialized offerings.

81. The OpenAl models at issue in this lawsuit include GPT-1, GPT-2, GPT-3, GPT-
3.5, GPT-3.5 Turbo, GPT-4, GPT-4 Turbo, GPT-40, GPT-40 mini, ol, ol-pro, ol-mini, GPT-4.5,
03, 04, GPT-4.1, GPT-5, GPT-5.1, GPT-5.2, GPT-5.3, GPT-5.4, GPT-5.5, GPT-5.6, GPT-6, GPT-

9% ¢

6.1, GPT-OSS, and all variations thereof, including all “Instant,” “Thinking,” “mini,” “nano,” and
“Pro” variants.

82. In addition, OpenAl offers the following GPT-powered products and features that

leverage its LLMs: the OpenAl application programming interface (“API”) platform, ChatGPT

19 OpenAl Global Affairs, A Different Path on Local News (Feb. 2026), https://openaiglobalaffairs.substack.com/p/a-
different-path-on-local-news.
20 Accelerating the Next Phase of Al, supra note 14.
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(Free, Pro, Plus), ChatGPT Enterprise, ChatGPT Business (formerly ChatGPT Team), ChatGPT
Plugins and Custom GPTs / GPTs (including the original Browse with Bing plugin), ChatGPT
Search (formerly SearchGPT), ChatGPT Agent (formerly Operator), and ChatGPT Atlas.

83. OpenATI’s models and products have been immensely valuable for OpenAl. Over
92% of Fortune 500 companies are using ChatGPT.?! OpenAI’s founder Sam Altman anticipates
annual revenues of $100 billion by 2027, and as noted above, OpenAl’s recent recapitalization
valued OpenAl at approximately $852 billion. In August 2026, OpenAl announced that its
advertising business had reached a $1 billion annualized revenue run rate.??

84. OpenATI’s commercial success rests on large-scale copyright infringement. One of
the central features driving the use and sales of ChatGPT and its associated products is the LLM’s
ability to produce natural language text in a variety of styles. To achieve this result, OpenAl made
numerous reproductions of copyrighted works, including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content, in
the course of developing its large language models and products as discussed in detail further
below.

85. Upon information and belief, all of the Defendants have been either directly
involved in, or profited from, OpenAl’s widespread infringement and commercial exploitation of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.

86. OpenAl, Inc. controlled and directed the widespread reproduction, distribution, and
commercial use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content perpetrated by OpenAl LP and OpenAl

Global, LLC, through a series of holding and shell companies that include OpenAl Holdings, LLC,

2l Hayden Field, Microsoft-backed OpenAl announces GPT-4 Turbo, its most powerful Al yet, CNBC (Nov. 6, 2023),
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/11/06/openai-announces-more-powerful-gpt-4-turbo-and-cuts-prices.html.

22 Expanding Access to Al with ChatGPT Ads, OPENAI (Aug. 31, 2026), https://openai.com/index/expanding-access-
to-ai-with-chatgpt-ads/.
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OpenAl GP, LLC, and OAI Corporation, LLC. OpenAl LP and OpenAl Global, LLC were directly
involved in the design, development, and commercialization of OpenAI’s GPT-based products,
and directly engaged in the widespread reproduction, distribution, and commercial use of this
content. OpenAl LP and OpenAl Global, LLC also controlled and directed OpenAl, LLC and
OpenAl OpCo, LLC, which were involved in distributing, selling, and licensing OpenAI’s GPT-
based products, and thus monetized the reproduction, distribution, and commercial use of this
content. As noted above, as of October 28, 2025, these entities are now under the organizational
umbrellas of OpenAl Foundation and OpenAl Group PBC.

C. How GenAlI Models Work

87. In the course of developing its models and products, OpenAl has unlawfully
collected, created, and distributed copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content in several ways.

88. At the collection stage, OpenAl collects and stores a vast amount of content scraped
from the internet, including content scraped from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites.
OpenAl uses the scraped content for a variety of purposes, including creating datasets used to train
the LLMs.

89. At the training stage, OpenAl trains its LLMs on the training datasets by a process
that feeds the data through its LLMs to generate output. Appending the output of an LLM to its
input and feeding it back into the model produces sentences and paragraphs word by word. This is
how ChatGPT products generate responses to user queries, or ‘“prompts.”

90. LLMs encode as numbers called “parameters” the information from the training
datasets that they use to make these predictions.

91.  The process of setting the values for an LLM’s parameters during the training

process involves storing copies of the training data (e.g., a USA TODAY article) in computer
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memory, providing a portion of the article to the model, and adjusting the parameters of the model
so that the model accurately predicts the next word in the article.

92. After being trained on a large corpus, models may be further subject to “fine-
tuning” by, for example, performing additional rounds of training using specific types of works to
better mimic their content or style, or providing the models with human feedback to reinforce
desired or suppress undesired behaviors in order to improve the model’s ability to follow
instructions.

93. Models trained in this way are known to exhibit a behavior called
“memorization.””® That is, given the right prompt, LLMs will repeat large portions of materials
they were trained on. This phenomenon shows that LLM parameters encode retrievable copies of
many of those training works.

94. Memorization is not a bug in OpenAl’s models—it is the design objective. As
OpenATI’s VP of Research stated, “[w]e train our networks to memorize the training data — that’s
their objective.”**

95. Once trained, LLMs may be provided with information specific to a use case or
subject matter in order to “ground” their outputs. This is accomplished through a process called
retrieval augmented generation or “RAG.” For example, an LLM may be asked to generate a text
output based on specific external data, such as a document, provided as context. Using this
method, OpenAI’s LLM search applications: (1) receive an input, such as a question; (2) retrieve

relevant documents related to the input prior to generating a response; (3) combine the original

input with the retrieved documents in order to provide context; and (4) provide the combined data

2 Gerrit J.J. van den Burg & Christopher K.I. Williams, On Memorization in Probabilistic Deep Generative Models,
34 Advances Neural Info. Processing Sys. (2021),
https://proceedings.neurips.cc/paper/2021/file/eae15aabaa768ae4a5993a8a4f4fabe4-Paper.pdf.

24 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 12.
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to an LLM, which generates a natural-language response. As shown below, search results
generated in this way may extensively copy or closely paraphrase works that the models
themselves may not have memorized.

D. OpenAl’s Unauthorized Use and Copying of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ Content

96. OpenAl created and distributed reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content in several, independent ways in the course of: (i) scraping or acquiring scraped copies of
the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, (ii) pre-training, training, and fine-tuning its LLMs, and
(1i1) operating the products that incorporate them.

1. Unauthorized Reproduction of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ Content During
Content Acquisition and GPT Model Training

97. OpenAI’s GPT models are a family of LLMs, the first of which was introduced in
2018, followed by GPT-2 in 2019, GPT-3 in 2020, GPT-3.5 in 2022, GPT-4 and GPT-4 Turbo in
2023, GPT-40 and GPT-40 mini in May-July 2024, ol in September 2024, 03 in January-April
2025, GPT-4.5 research preview in February 2025, GPT-4.1 in April 2025, GPT-5 and GPT-OSS
in August 2025, GPT-5.1 in November 2025, GPT-5.2 in December 2025, GPT-5.3 in February
2026, GPT-5.4 in March 2026, GPT-5.5 in April 2026, GPT-5.6 in July 2026, and GPT-6 and
GPT-6.1 in September 2026.

98. The “chat” style LLMs were developed in two stages. First, a transformer model
was pre-trained on a very large amount of data. Second, the model was “fine-tuned” on a much
smaller, supervised dataset in order to help the model solve specific tasks. As noted, OpenAl has
introduced numerous additional models, and continues to develop new and/or derivative models
using these methods.

99.  The pre-training step involved collecting and storing text content to create training

datasets and processing that content through the GPT models. While OpenAl has not released its
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training data, OpenAl has published general information about its pre-training process for the GPT
models.?

100. GPT-2 includes 1.5 billion parameters, which was a 10X scale-up of GPT.?¢ The
training dataset for GPT-2 includes an internal corpus OpenAl built called “WebText,” which
includes “the text contents of 45 million links posted by users of the ‘Reddit’ social network.”?’
The contents of the WebText dataset were created as a “new web scrape which emphasizes
document quality.”?®
101. The WebText dataset contains a large amount of content scraped from the USA

TODAY Publications’ websites, including usatoday.com. GPT-3 includes 175 billion parameters

and was trained on the datasets listed in the following table.?’

Quantity Weight in Epochs elapsed when

Dataset (tokens)  training mix training for 300B tokens
Common Crawl (filtered) 410 billion 60% 0.44
WebText2 19 billion 22% 29
Booksl| 12 billion 8% 1.9
Books2 55 billion 8% 043
Wikipedia 3 billion 3% 34

102.  Collectively, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content comprises more than 160,000
entries in the WebText dataset, including 83,266 entries from usatoday.com, 12,994 entries from
freep.com, 9,814 entries from jsonline.com, 9,073 entries from azcentral.com, 7,028 entries from
detroitnews.com, 6,726 entries from indystar.com, 6,194 entries from cincinnati.com, 6,082

entries from dispatch.com, 5,396 entries from tennessean.com, 5,178 entries from

% Better Language Models and Their Implications, OPENAI (Feb. 14, 2019), https://openai.com/research/better-
language-models.

%1d.

2T GPT-2 Model Card, GITHUB (Nov. 2019), https://github.com/openai/gpt-2/blob/master/model_card.md.

28 Alec Radford, et al., Language Models Are Unsupervised Multitask Learners (2019), https://cdn.openai.com/better-
language-models/language_models_are_unsupervised_multitask_learners.pdf.

2 Tom B. Brown, et al., Language Models Are Few-Shot Learners (2020), https://arxiv.org/pdf/2005.14165.pdf.
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palmbeachpost.com, 4,925 entries from newsok.com, and 4,911 entries from
desmoinesregister.com.*

103. Internal OpenAl communications recognize that news articles are the most
prevalent type of content in the WebText dataset, including articles from news publishers’
domains. OpenAI’s WebText2 dataset likewise disproportionately contains news content.’!

104.  OpenAl developed the WebText2 dataset to prioritize high value content. Like the
original WebText, it is composed of popular outbound links from Reddit. As shown in the table
above, the WebText2 corpus was weighted 22% in the training mix for GPT-3 despite constituting
less than 4% of the total tokens in the training mix. Like the original WebText, OpenAl describes
WebText2 as a “high-quality” dataset that is “an expanded version of the WebText dataset ...
collected by scraping links over a longer period of time.”*

105. The most highly weighted dataset in GPT-3, Common Crawl, is a “copy of the
Internet” made available by an eponymous 501(c)(3) organization run by wealthy venture capital
investors.*> According to publicly available tax statements, in 2023 OpenAl made a $250,000
contribution to Common Crawl.>*

106. The USA TODAY Publications’ domains account for over 122 million tokens
(basic units of text) in a filtered English-language subset of a 2019 snapshot of Common Crawl
known as “C4,” including 23M tokens from usatoday.com, 12M tokens from azcentral.com, 8.2M

tokens from freep.com, 8.1M tokens from jsonline.com, 8.1M tokens from detroitnews.com, 7.8M

tokens from cincinnati.com, 7.6M tokens from indystar.com, 6.5M tokens from tennessean.com,

30 ept-2/domains txt, GITHUB, https://github.com/openai/gpt-2/blob/master/domains.txt (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

31 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 8-9.

32 Brown, et al., supra note 29, at 8.

3 Frequently Asked Questions, COMMON CRAWL, https://commoncrawl.org/faq (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

3 Common Crawl Found., Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax (Form 990) (2023), ProPublica
Nonprofit Explorer, https://projects.propublica.org/monprofits/organizations/261635908/202403189349101980/full.
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5.1M tokens from desmoinesregister.com, 4.8M tokens from northjersey.com, 4.4M tokens from
democratandchronicle.com, 4.0M tokens from dispatch.com, 3.8M tokens from naplesnews.com,
3.5M tokens from app.com, 3.2M tokens from knoxnews.com, 3.1M tokens from courier-
journal.com, 1.7M tokens from palmbeachpost.com, 300k tokens from starnewsonline.com, and
59k tokens from newsok.com.®

107.  Critically, OpenAl admits that “datasets we view as higher-quality are sampled
more frequently” during training.’® Accordingly, by OpenAI’s own admission, high-quality
content, including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content, was more important and valuable for
training the GPT models as compared to content taken from other, lower-quality sources.

108.  While OpenAl has not released much information about GPT-4, experts suspect
that GPT-4 includes around 1.8 trillion parameters, which is over 10 times larger than GPT-3, and
was trained on approximately 13 trillion tokens.?” The training set for GPT-3, GPT-3.5, and GPT-
4 comprised 45 terabytes of data—the equivalent of a Microsoft Word document that is over 3.7
billion pages long.?

109.  On information and belief, OpenAl has used, and continues to use, the WebText,
WebText2, and other training datasets to train the GPT models. For example, ChatGPT’s
“knowledge cutoff date”—the last date for which the model has knowledge—has shifted from as
early as September 2021 to as recently as February 2026, signaling that OpenAl continues to

acquire scraped copyrighted content to train its models. The more recent knowledge cutoff date

35 Kevin Schaul, Szu Yu Chen & Nitasha Tiku, Inside the Secret List of Websites That Make Al Like ChatGPT Sound
Smart, WASHINGTON PoOST (Apr. 19, 2023), https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/interactive/2023/ai-
chatbot-learning/.

36 Brown, et al., supra note 29.

37 Maximilian Schreiner, GPT-4 Architecture, Datasets, Costs and More Leaked, THE DECODER (July 11, 2023),
https://the-decoder.com/gpt-4-architecture-datasets-costs-and-more-leaked/.

38 Kindra Cooper, OpenAl GPT-3: Everything You Need to Know [Updated], SPRINGBOARD (Sept. 27, 2023),
https://www.springboard.com/blog/data-science/machine-learning-gpt-3-open-ai/.
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demonstrates that OpenAl continues to create and use the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content
contained in the training datasets and elsewhere on the internet.

110. Indeed, OpenAl’s internal communications confirm that it deliberately seeks out
current news content. OpenAl used curated datasets targeting news during “mid-training” to “crush
freshness”—i.e., to succeed at providing recent information—‘“in the domain of real-world news,”
treating a news-article dataset as a “natural source of freshness” and seeking to improve ‘“‘current
events / news articles (NYT data)” using “high quality (and fresh) data relevant for [its] users.”’

111.  OpenAl repeatedly copied the USA TODAY Publications’ websites without a
license from, or compensation to, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. As part of training the GPT models,
OpenAl and its partners developed a complex, bespoke supercomputing system to house and
reproduce copies of the training dataset, including copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ and other
works. Hundreds of thousands of the articles and other materials were copied and ingested—
multiple times—for the purpose of “training” OpenAl’s models.

112.  OpenATl’s large-scale commercial exploitation of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content is not licensed. OpenAl never asked permission. It never offered payment. It simply took
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ work and used it to build products worth hundreds of billions of
dollars.

2. Unauthorized Reproductions and Derivatives of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’

Content Embodied in the GPT Models and Unauthorized Public Display of
Their Content in GPT Product OQutputs

113.  As further evidence that OpenAl uses unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content during training and in RAG operations, the GPT LLMs themselves have

“memorized” copies of many of those works encoded into their parameters. As shown below, the

3 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 12.
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current GPT-4 model will output near-verbatim copies and summaries of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content when prompted to do so.

114.  Such memorized examples constitute unauthorized copies or derivative works of
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content used to train the model. OpenAl directly engaged in the
unauthorized reproduction and publication of this content as part of generative output provided by
its products built on the GPT models. OpenAI’s commercial applications built using GPT models,
listed above, include, inter alia, ChatGPT (including its associated offerings, ChatGPT Plus,
ChatGPT Enterprise) and OpenAI’s API Platform. These products display the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content in generative output in at least two ways: (1) by showing “memorized” copies
or derivatives retrieved from the models themselves, and (2) by showing LLM search results that
are substantially similar to this content, generated from copies that OpenAl has obtained from a
repository (e.g., a search index) or from the internet in real-time.

115. For example, ChatGPT displays copies or derivatives of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content memorized by the underlying GPT models in response to user prompts. Upon
information and belief, the underlying GPT models for ChatGPT were trained on these and many
more of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ works and are able to generate such expansive summaries
and verbatim text.

116. The explanation of (i) the means by which OpenAl acquired the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content for use in its models and products, (ii) the means by which OpenAl has used
this content in the development and operation of its models and products, and (iii) OpenAl’s
recognition that its models have a propensity to regurgitate their training data establish at least a
reasonable inference that (x) OpenAl’s models and products were trained on, have memorized,

and regurgitate this content, and (y) all of this content is available and produced when prompted
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by user queries. Further information regarding the regurgitation and output of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content is solely in OpenAl’s possession, custody, and control.

117. LLM search products built on the GPT LLMs output the contents of search results,
including the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content that may not have been included in the LLMs’
training set through RAG. As noted above, RAG includes receiving a prompt from a user, using
the prompt to search for this content from the internet, providing the prompt together with a copy
as additional context for the LLM, and having the LLLM use the content to create natural-language
substitutes that serve the same informative purpose as the original.

118. Indeed, OpenAl intended that its products would provide substitutive summaries of
copyrighted articles. OpenAl instructed its models to summarize copyrighted articles by
affirmatively post-training its models to do so in lieu of returning the articles themselves.*

119. The contents of such LLM responses often go far beyond the snippets typically
shown with ordinary search results. Even when LLM search responses include links to source
materials, users have less need to navigate to those sources because their expressive content is
already included in the narrative result. Indeed, such indication of attribution may make users more
likely to trust the summary alone and not click through to the relevant USA TODAY Publications’
website to verify the information.

120.  OpenAl acknowledged that its products would divert traffic from original sources.
OpenATI’s Head of ChatGPT acknowledged that once ChatGPT gives an answer, there is “no good
reason to click” on a link to the underlying source.*!

121.  In this way, LLM search results divert important traffic away from online content

owned by copyright holders like the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. A user who has already read the

40 1d. at 31.
4 Id. at 54.
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latest news, even—or especially—with attribution to a USA TODAY Publication, has less reason
to visit the original source.

122. Below are a few illustrative and non-exhaustive examples of LLM search results
that include misappropriated content from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. Full versions of each of
these examples are provided in Exhibit B.

123.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

FBI raids home, business of Westfield developer,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an Indianapolis Star article
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and output an extensive multi-section summary paraphrasing and following the same structural

organization as the original article. See Ex. B at 29.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
FBI raids home, business of Westficld developer

Article identified

Tbemidcunnlndimpdhs«ureponbyuuamldabuml publhlu-d]ulyn.znz&lc
concerns federal searches d to Westfield, Indiana, d per lames Andrew “Andy”
Card. (aolcom)

In-depth summary

The searches occurred the same day federal prosecutors sought the civil forfeiture of a four-
bed: six-bath front property on Marco Island, Florida, owned by Card and his wife,
Martha. The property reportedly cost $6.6 million. Prosecutors allege money intended for the
publicly financed Mishawaka Fieldhouse helped fund its purchase. (a0l com)

The underlying development project

-_-:vfl...f.l X 1“'.‘.' ===

The City of Mishawaka hired Card's company to develop the app cly $38 million

mﬁ-uum“mmmmw“nuumm
project was supporcd by public inancing. indluding cing funds and an
economic-development grant. (aol.com)

Under the development agreement, Card could receive his contractual fee, but the remaining
public money was supposed to be used exclusively for legitimate project expenses.

Prosecutors’ allegations

The filing describes the alleged conduct as an effort to defraud Mishawaka and other involved
parties. It also says the fers could ultimately be traced through wire despite
alleged attempts to obscure where the money went. These remain government allegations

d in forfei dings, not findings from a criminal conviction. (3ol.com)

P P

Connection to the Florida property
According to the filing, Martha Card was the sole mortgage applicant for the Marco Island
home. Its purchase required:

* A $1.5 million down payment

* Approximately $1.2 million at closing

records dly included two gift letters from Andy Card to his wife:

P )

Loy

* A $1 million gift dated August 7, 2023
* A separate $1.2 million gift

Each letter stated that repay was not expected. Pre allege that approxi ly
$2.2 million connected to the home's gage deposit ori d from Mishawak
Fieldhouse project funds. They further allege that Card caused his wife to participate in
transactions involving fraud-derived money; the article does not report criminal charges
against her. (aaloom)

Mishawaka's response
The City of Mishawaka said it had only recently learned of the alleged conduct and denied

IndyStar

ARTICLE
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/local/2026/07/17/fbi-raids-home-business-of-
westfield-estate-developer/90957655007/

FBI raids home, business of Westfield developer

Alexandria Burris - Indianapolis Star

—

mmmmmumquuusmhuwomam
submitted a filing for an asset forfeiture for a four-bed: six-bath home
belonging to Card and his wife, Martha, on Marco Island, Florida, about 20 miles south of
Naples.

Forfeiture documents allege that Card fraudulently used money from the city-financed

mmﬁmiihmmdumamm

Court records say the scheme took place over a two-year period from October 2022 to October
2024. The city of Mishawaka hired Card’s company to develop the $38 million indoor athletic
facility with hardwood courts and turf fields. Funding for the project involved tax increment
financing and an economic development grant.

funding

nmmwmmmmm

of his fee, the

Card's wife, Martha, was the sole applicant for the mortgage on the Marcos Island home. To
purchase it, she needed a $1.5 million down payment and roughly $1.2 million at close. The
monies from the Mishawaka Fieldhouse Project covered those costs, according 1o prosecutors.

Mortgage records for the home contain two letters from Card gifting the money to his wife,
according to court documents. In the first letter, he gifted her $1 million on Aug. 7, 2023 —a
portion of the initial down payment. In the second, he gifted her another $1.2 million. Both
letters stipulated that no Was exp d in return.

P P

The U.S. Attorney's Office also said he caused his wife to engage in transactions involving
fraudulently-derived funds.
hﬂ.mtumfmmemmm:mmqﬁmhm
Fiek project, p said. Court d say Card sought to conceal the
transactions, but they were traceable through wire transactions.

In the statement from the Executive Director of Develop and G I Affairs
Matthew Lentsch, the city said it recently became aware of the allegations and had no
“knowledge of this fraudulent conduct.”

due diligence with the

ink i ilable at the time, the statement said.

prioe knowledge of ir. Officials maintained that the city had followed its cstablished e
and cond appropriate due diligence based on the information available.
The city also pledged to:
* Cooperate with law enf
; . Contact Indy gative reporter Alexandria Burris at aburris @indystar..com. Follow her
*  Pursuc legal remedics to recover any money proven to have been improperly on X, formerly Twitter, at @allybuirck
Contact IndyStar reporter Kristine Phillips at (317) 444-3026 or at kphillips@ indystar com.
Why the story matters
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124.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Detroit Free

Press article and output an extensive multi-section summary largely following the same structure

as the original article. See Ex. B at 25.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68

In-depth summary

Brian McCollum's Detroit Free Press obituary portrays Matt “Matty™ Lee as a beloved,
multitalented figure whose life was inseparable from Detroit’s music and cultural
communities. Lee was found dead at his Southfield condominium on June 18, 2026, after

Detroit Free Press

ARTICLE

hetpse//www.treep.comy/ story/news/local/
music-scene-dics-68/906 15448007/

wayne/2026/06/18/matt-lee-det

Matt Lee, well-known part of Detroit music scene, dies at 68
Brian McCollum + Detroit Free Press
Matt Lee, a vital and beloved fixture of the Detroit music scene, was found dead at his

friends d that he had not ded to calls or for two day q da
welfare check. He was 68. At publication, the cause of death had not been announced.
(aokcom)

A life devoted to Detroit music
lnmpkdmynhduhghdemduhmm}kmumm
horn arranger, record-store manager and indey Rather than achieving fame
through one high-profile position, he became imp umynm across
numerous cormners of Detroit’s cultural world.

Born in Detroit in 1958, Lee graduated from Southfield High School in 1976. A self-taught
guitarist who had already begun performing with local groups, he later led the Detroit rock-
and-soul band the Suspects during the 1980s. He also worked as a hom arranger for the Four
Tops, connecting him directly with Detroit’s Motown legacy. (aglcom)

P P g local bands, singer-songwriters
uwmmmmnnmmmmunhum
approach publicity merely as salesmanship. He treated it as a creative and personal calling,
genuinely investing himself in the people and institutions he promoted.

This quality helps explain his importance: Lee operated behind the scenes, helping artists
receive attention, connecting journalists with stories and strengthening Detroit’s cultural
ecosystem. His work was rooted in enthusiasm rather than self-promotion.

Ycuhemxlexu&gesux}uhu
knowledge never became cold or acads it was d by bil ity and a
desire to share music with others.

d as g hable and widely loved—a connective presence who made
cdmdmnumw(mkdmomcohum (zolcom)

Beatles as the beginning

The dote gives his life story a symbolic starting point. As a child, he witnessed popular
mun:mddmﬁhmummmraﬂummg.lrdmwuhcmdhnhﬁpumnm
that ap record-store authority, publicist and adv for Detroit
culture.

in on Thursday, June 18. He was 68.

Lee was found after friends called police for a welfare check when he had failed to return texts
and phone calls for two days. The cause of death is unknown, and the Southfield Police
Department declined to provide additional details Thursday evening.

Lee was a gregarious, likable character who served a variety of roles during his decades in local
music: rock band leader, horn arranger for the Four Tops, record store manager and — most
notably in recent years — publicist for a host of area cvents and

His passing was confirmed by David Lee, his twin brother and a prominent Detroit criminal
defense attorney.

For Lee, promoting the culture of Detroit was a passion project.

Lee was born in 1958 in Detroit and graduated from Southfield High School in 1976, by which

time he was performing with local groups. A self-taught guitarist, he led the Detroit rock-soul
band the Suspects in the 1980s.

Lee then stepped into his next career chapter as an independent publicist, representing myriad
local bands, and events such as the Detroit Jazz Festival. In his work, he
approached his role less as a commercial pitch man than an invested artist himself.

“He marveled that he was able to make a carcer in music,” his brother said. “He didn’t know
what else he could do with his life.”

h&mh—um-hﬁmhqmmmd
with notable s hat included Dutch Girl Donuts, the Dakota

Memorial and funeral plans are pending.

Contact Detroit Free Press music writer Brian McCollum: 313-223-4450 or
bmecollym@frecpress.com.
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125.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Knoxville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers to join the protest,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a

Knoxville News-Sentinel article and output an extensive summary of the article that preserved the

original article’s structure and reproduced the substantive content from the article. See Ex. B at 31.

2pt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Knoxville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers 1o join the protest

In-depth summary

The article, written by Masiah Franklin of the Knoxville News Sentinel and published
Maich 28, 2026, describes how Knoxville's "No Kings™ demonstration intersected with the
city’s Big Ears music festival. Rather than remaining separate events, the peotest attracted
festival attendees and artists who ily set music aside 2 in political action.

(abeo.com)
What happened

gathered asound the W in L "“‘—m'ﬂnn‘!‘"w""‘“
Aveone sad Brosdway. They flags and signs, played instrumencs,

uwmmdmummdmmwu

-(W

Big Ears attendees join the rally

*  Score Matingly, visiting from Nashville, joined a group of protesters led by Big
[Ears performer and musician Mare Ribor. Martingly regarded the demonstration as
more important than the festival activity he temporarily abandoned.

Atmosphere and messages

Participant Martt Gerdeman brought a drum because he wanted to “make some noise.” He
said the gathering helped people recognize that they were not isolated in theis concerns.
Hocking similarly described the rally’s collective encrgy as uplifting despite the depressing
circumstances that brought her there.

Main themes

1. Civic duty ourweighed entertainment,

'mesuongcs: recurring idea is that several participants willingly surrendered valuable festival
nd, in P they pasti wanted to see—because they

2. Music and protest reinforced one another.

Big Ears did nos mercly supply additional bodics. Fescival nmsumd attendees brought music,
rhythm and creative ion into the The rally
extension of the artistic community gathered downtown.

bocame an

3. The gathering countered political isolation.
Several comments suggest that peotesters feared people were being encouraged to feel
powerless or alone. Public assembly gave them reassurance that others shaced their concerns.

4. The national movement acquired a local identiry.

Although the rally belonged t0 2 coordinated nationwide campaign, the article grounds it in
Knoxville's distinctive culnural setting, The coinciding festival ransformed the event into a
meeting point becween political activism, experimental art and civic life.

Knoxville News Sentinel

ARTICLE

heps://www knoxnews.cony/
fom-bi

Mlocal/2026/03/; Kings-cally-d

Knoxville No Kings rally draws Big Ears festivalgoers to join
the protest

Mariah Franklin - Knoxville News Sentinel

The No Kings rally on March 28 drew demonstratoss 1o an already packed weekend in

People lining the intersection of Summit Hill Drive, Western Avenue and Broadway with signs
were joined by participants from the weekend's Big Ears music festival happening throughout
downtown.

wmwmmwwmmwm

Scott Mattingly, a Nashville resident, came to Knoxville for Big Ears, but he found himself
among a line of protesters led by musician Masc Ribot, who's performing in the festival “It
seemed like the more important thing to do,” Mattingly said of joining the demonstration.

Matt Gerdeman said he *came to make some noise.” bringing  drum he used 1 accompany

chants. *This makes you feel like you're not alonc,” he said of the demonstration. “That's what
they want us to feel.”

“We went 1o the park the other day, and the military police were there,” McCoy said.

Pushing back is cssential, Hocking said, and the cnergy of the protest was uplifting.

126.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt

asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
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Sam Budnyk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dies,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Palm Beach Post

article and output an extensive summary largely paraphrasing the original article. See Ex. B at 15.

&pt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me aa in-depth summary:
Sam Budayk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dies

In-depth summary

The article, written by Alexander Peterman of The Palm Beach Post and published July 17,
2026, reports the death of Samuel F. “Sam” Budnyk, age 92. It pecsents Budayk not mercly
a5 Palm Beach County’s coach, butas a who

A career spanning generations

Budnyk joined Cardinal Newman High School in August 1961 after serving in the US.
Marine Corps and graduating from Notre Damc in 1955, During 46 years at the school, he
served as athletic director and coached football, softball, boys basketball, boys golf, and track
and ficld.

The Palm Beach Post

ARTICLE

https://www palmbeachpost.com/story/sporta/high-school/football/2026/07/17/sam
budnyk-cardinal-newman-coach-dics/ 75076591007/

Sam Budnyk, Palm Beach County coaching legend, dies
Alexander Peterman - Palm Beach Post

Samucl E "Sam” Budnyk, the ch in Palm Beach County
Mhnﬂﬂpﬁq&yhmmmuumﬂy" Hewas
2

Budnyk spent 46 years shaping athlctics at Cardinal Newman, serving as athletic director and
coaching mwltiple spocts while bailding onc of the most accomplished careers in Florida high
school sports history.

Hired by Cardinal Newman in August 1961, the former U.S. Marine and Notre Dame graduate
served as athletic director, football coach and boys basketball coach before later leading the
school's softball, golf and track and field programs.

His accomplishments carncd induction into the Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in
1983 and the Florida High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1993.

More Sam Budnyk: Cardinal Newman's state title 2 nod to legendary coach

During his ccnur, Budayk amassed 278 victovies 2 foorball coch, winning e disric
and 12 West Palm Beach city titles. A 1955
graduate of Notre Dame, he sent 150 players 10 NCAA Division I programs on

including four who subsequently played in the NFL. (30L.com)

Exceptional success in multiple sports
Budnyk’s achicvements were not limited to football. As Cardinal Newman's softball coach
from 1976 through 1993, he recorded 437 victoties and won:

o Theee state championships

* One state runner-up finish

o Eight regional titles

«  Fousteen district champioaships

* Sixteen conference championships
He additionally coached four confereace championship teams in track and fickd, woa 41
basketball games and two conference titles, and earned 90 victories and three conference
champioaships in boys golf. Cardinal Newman named its softball field in his horo in 2016.
(aglcom)
A pioneer for racial integration

The articie emphasizes that Budayk's historical importance went beyond his record. In 1965,
African football h P ".

Two years later, he scheduled Cardinal Newman—then an all-white school—to play john E
Kennedy High School, an all-Black school. It bocame Palm Beach County’s first foorball game
between predominantly white and Black schools, occurring before coust-ordered desegregation
of the county’s public schools. This made athletics an cardy setting for meaningful racial
integration in the community. (aol.com)

Expanding opportunities for girls
Budnyk also challenged gender barricrs. I 1973, he permitted the first girl in Palm Beach

reached the National Football League.
His success extended weil beyond the football field.

As softball coach from 1976 to 1993, Budnyk compiled 437 victories and led Cardinal
Newman to three state championships and one state runner-up finish. His teams also won
cight regional titles, 14 district championships and 16 conference crowns.
In recognition of his impact on the program, Cardinal Newman dedicated its softball ield in
Budnyk's honor in 2016. More than 150 former players, alumai and supportess attended the
ceremony.
Budnyk also guided Cardinal Newman to four conference championships in track and field,
won 41 games and two conference titles as boys basketball coach, and recorded 90 victories
and three conference championships in boys golf.
In total, Budnyk coached his teams 1o 954 victories and a .702 winning pereentage.
While his coachi oS

/hil ng the y
‘sports figures, Budnyk's influence stretched beyond wins and championships.
‘uwmmmmmwmaamwh

Florida. Two years later, he scheduled a game against John F. Kennedy High School, becoming
the first coach at an all-white high school to play a football game against an all-Black school.

In 1973, Budnyk was recogaized by the National Organization for Women after allowing the
first girl in Palm Beach County to compete in varsity track and field.

hallenge long-standing barricrs and expand
opportunitics for student-athictes at a time when such actions were far from commonplace.

Those dedisions reflected

In 2009, Budayk was nducted into the Hammond Sports Hall of Fame in his native Indiana.
The hall praised him for having "blazed an extraordinary high school coaching and sports
trail In Paim Beach County, Florida.

Couaty to compete in varsity track and ficld. The National Oy for Women
him for that decision.

Wmmmwhmummmnnxmnwywm
whea integration and gender equality remained controversial. His
Ieadership helped normalize changes that eventually extended well beyond Cardinal Newman's

athletic programs. (3cL.com)
Recognition and lasting legacy
Budnyk was inducted into:
* The Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in 1983
* The Florida High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1993
* The Hammond Sports Hall of Fame In his native Indiana in 2009
The article’s central message is that Budnyk combined competitive suceess with moral

His statistics him as an coach, but his cfforts to
dismantle racial and gender barriers made him an influential community figure.

He is survived by his wife, Maurita Ross, five children, and 13 grandchildren. (20l com)

Budnyk s survived by his wife, Maurita Rass; children Frances Farris, Rita Domenech, Samucl
A funcral Mass will be held at 11 2.m. Saturday, July 25, at St. Clare Catholic Church in North
Palm Beach. A reception will follow in the parish hall.

Alex Peterman covers high school athletics for The Palm Beach Post. He can be reached at
apcromanReanncst.con.

127.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, ‘“Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Fawn Weaver and Uncle Nearest: How the Tennessee whiskey founder's tenure unraveled, a
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timeline,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Tennessean article and output an extensive multi-section summary
reproducing the substantive content from the article following the same chronological timeline

structure. See Ex. B at 35.
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gpt-5.6-s0l
QUERY
Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

The Tennessean

ARTICLE
hetps//www.tennessean.comy/story/maoney/ business/2026/07/1 5/ fawn-weaver-ancle-nearest.

Fawn W and Undle N How the T hiskey founder’s ol's
irmeli

In-depth summary
The article, written by Peter Burditt of The Nashville Tennessoan and published July 15, 2026,

p the pany’s traj y in three stages: h rapid ial ascent,
and financial crisis. (Snance vahoo com)

1. Building a brand around Nearest Green's legacy
Weaver's journcy began after she read a 2016 article about Nathan “Nearest™ Green, an

laved distiller credited with teaching Jack Daniel how to make whiskey. Fascinated by
riooked role in A chiskey history, Fawn and her husband, Keith Weaver,

Green's

After examining the finances, Young reported serious problems, including unpaid taxes,
undisclosed debts and broader operational difficulties. At an emergency hearing in Knoxville in
Febeuary 2026, he concluded that selling the business was the caly viable means of preserving
value for creditors and other stakeholders. These findings sharply contrasted with Uncle
Nearest’s recent image as a billion-dollar success. (Snance vahoo com)

4. Weaver's attempts to resist the receivership
Weaver peed 1o place the company into bankruptcy in March 2026, but the effort was
e S sacalves i B ek S it

P

RS

puted st least parts of the lender's portrayal of the

pany and was pursuing legal to challenge the ding its collap
The article rtheless focuses p ly on the s and the ch dogical
sequence of court actions. It does not Pt 3 compl djudi of the competing

Because the letter was nonbinding, however, it represented only an initial step rather than a
completed rescue. A sale would transfer the brand and assets while potentially severing them

ise-firingtimeline/90930190007/

Fawn Weaver and Uncle Nearest: How the Tennessee whiskey
founder's tenure unraveled, a timeline

Peter Burditt * Nashville Tennessean

iting on more than $100 million in loans. The

ship since August 2025.
The court-appointed receiver fired Weaver and her husband and co-founder, Keith Weaver, on
June 1. The firings were disclosed on July 10 in a federal court filing obeained by The
Tennesscan.

“While the decision was not made lightly, it has resulted in significantly less confusion among
employees and vendors, and has made business operation significantly smoother,” the fling
said.

Weaver's termination marks the end of her eight-year tenure as CEO of Uncle Nearest. During
hiskey startup into 2 ubiqui liquoe brand worth

Nathan "Nearest” Green, an enslaved man who
taught Jack Daniels how to distill whiskey, from a 2016 article in Singapore’s version of the
New York Times called, Jack Daniel’s Emb a Hidden Ingredient: Help From a Slave.”

2025 to present: Uncle Nearest enters legal battle with Kentucky lender

After Young began reviewing Uncle Nearest's finances, there was an emergency hearing in
Knoxville in February 2026 where he divulged the significant operational and financial issues
present, induding unpaid taxes and previously undisclosed debts. Consequently, Young
declared that a sale would be the "the only viable option” to maximize the company's value for
stakeholders and creditors.

In March, Weaver attempted to file for bankruptcy but was denied given that control of the
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128.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Judge finds woman defended herself in killing ex during breakup dispute,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an

Enquirer article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural

organization as the original article. See Ex. B at 21.

£pe-5.6-30l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Judge finds woman defended herself in killing ex during breakup dispute

In-depth summary
The article repoets that Hamilton County Common Pleas Judge Chri:

Cincinnati Enquirer

ARTICLE

hetps.//www cincinnati com/story/ newt/2026/05/09/ otio womaa-shot- kilied-x-girlfricnd:
judgesays-it-was-self-defense/ 90001980007/

Judge finds woman defended herself in killing ex during

acquitted Marshee Luther, 26, of murder and felonious assault on May 8, 2026,
concluding that she acted in self-defense when she fatally shot her former girlfriend, Taralyna
Bowers, 29, in Millvale, Ohio. The ruling followed 2 two-day bench trial. (30l com)

What happened

Lutber and Bowers began dating in 2024 but ended their ip in March
2025. Oa August 31, 2025, Bowers went to another woman's home for a conversation
concerning the breakup. Luther also arrived, and the discussion became emotional before the
two initially left separately.

Less than an howr later, Bowers returmed uninvited and called for Luther to come outside and

Pulice found 3 folding pocketknife—but no gun—in Bowen’ purse. Luther immediately called
911 and was subsequently taken into custody. (30l com)

The prosecution’s case

- she faced an

desdty

p disp
Quinlan Bentley + Cincinnati Enquirer

A judge found that Marshee Luther acted in self defense when she shot and killed her ex-
girlfriend in Millvale last year

Hamilton County Common Pleas Judge Christopher McDowell acquitted 26-year-old Luther of
murder and felonious amault charges on May § 2t the end of 3 two-day bench trial

Luther killed her former girlfriend, 29 year-old Taralynn Bowers, oo Aug. 31 during 2
confrontation that stemmed from the couple’s ended relationship months earlier.

e sty b e e .

i thae 1

"It was Marshee, of it was Taralynn that day,” Beandoa Fox, the attomey, said in court. "One of
them was going to live and then one of them was going to be here at the defense table.”

veas i the purse when she fired,

mmnm.—n—uuhuﬂ-mw«u—
retroactively justify the shooting. The central legal
*ﬁd—whm“nhuﬂﬁﬂdhw noe whether

jpute over relationship's demise leads to deadly shooting
The couple started dating in December 2024 and beoke up a few months Later in Masch 2025,

On the day of the shooting, Bowers was invited 10 ancther wonan's home to talk about the
breakup, Assistant Hamilton County Prosecutor Joe Otero said in court. The situation grew
emctional after Luther arrived, be said, although it was calm by the time both women went
their separate ways.

Bowers left the hame but returned uninvited bess than an hour later, now calling for Luther to
come outside to fight, according to trial testimony.

Court records also showed that Bowers had been charged with burglary in April 2025 after
mmw-h—:w.mummwmm

case was later dropped when Luther did

ing with the

The defense argued that victims” failure to repoct abuse—or their continued contact with an
abusive former partner—does not necessarily mean that the abuse did not occur or that they
feit safe. Given the previous alleged incidents, Fox maintained thae Luther did not have to wait
wntil she saw a weapon before protecting herseld.

Evidence strengthening the defense
Several details Luther”, of i

danger:

Bowers allegedly retumned unimvited and demanded a fight.

She entered the residence and moved toward Luther.

She reached into 3 purse that actually contained 3 knife.

Luther said the peevicus time Bowers made a similar reaching movement, she had

produced a gun.

* lavestigators learned that, while returning 10 the residence, Bowers sent messages
saying, “She's gonna die.” Luther did not know aboat thase messages when she
fired, 30 they could not directly explain her state of mind, but they supported the
defense’s portrayal of Bowers as the aggressoe.

o Detective Todd Greene acknowledged at trial that Bowers was the initial aggressoc

The only item found in Bowery’ purse was a foldable pocket knife.

“The knife is & hindsight fact,” Otero said in court. "But we're not dealing with hindsight
we're dealing with what came about in that moment.”

A detective's pros and cons list

Detextive .
B S Killing.
G P PP A T =
& - a4
B = P
He also agreed that Bowers was the initial aggressor.
Woman charged in shooting describes toxic relationshi

ing
mmnmnhw.mwm“ mmmwm
relationship with Bowers a3 toxx.

Coun records show that Bowers was charged with burglary in Apeil 2025, accused of breaking
into Luther's home through a window and stealing two doorbell cameras. The charge was later
dropped after Luther failed to follow through with the prosecution, according to testimony.

e
e e e e

Bt W Sarve:
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129.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
After devastating fire, Hispanic meat market reopens in Des Moines,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Des
Moines Register article and output a summary reproducing the substantive content of the article

and largely following the article’s narrative structure. See Ex. B at 8.
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QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this tite and give me an in-depth summary:
After devastating fire, Hispanic meat macket reopens in Des Moines

In-depth summary

The articke, published by the Des Motnes Register on July 18, 2026, chronicles how Certo
Grande Meat Market rebuilt its business and relocared to Des Moines after a catastrophic fise
destroyed its longtime Ottumwa location. (20lcom)

Destruction of a family business

An electrical fise on July 6, 2025, devastated the market that owner Jose Lopez and his

family bad spent 15 years building. The blaze left a 30-by-60-foot opening extending from
the basement through the r00f. Because the property was underinsured, rebuilding there was

el aial

A difficult move to Des Moines
muysmmwmmmmmmmauq
nmvmmﬁmmu&mmmmnqm
mw]iyn.mwoemau&gpe.

mmmnmum driven decision. The Lopez deep.
e foom Bumnilics and h imp
events. Lo 13 'j"-“ thy vith its clientele
had into 5 2 ded it

The former Ottumwa property was purchased by La Hacienda Meat Market and Grocery,
which began remodeling it. Thus, although Cerro Grande moved away, the location was
expected to continue serving as a food market.

Cerro Grande's community role
mmwmmmmmdmamwpmm The Lopez
family regulardy supported local and Their incloded:

The Des Moines Register
ARTICLE
hutps: i Y/g 2026/07/18/corro-grand

ket-hubbell de fi 7,

y/5t08

After devastating fire, Hispanic meat market reopens in Des
Moines

Lucia Cheng - Des Moines Register

In just a fow hours last July, an unexpocted cloctrical fire tumed the Lopez family's 15 years of
‘work on their Hispanic market in Ottumwa into chasred ash.

The July 6, 2025, fire left the building, which was underinsured, with 2 30- by 60-foot hole
stretching from the basement to the roof. There was no easy way to rebuild, Lopez said.

Fored

m»wmm

deal for 2 building i o e famih

R ad

Cerro Grande Meat Market is expected to open on Sunday, July 19, at 2517 Hubbell Ave. on
Its old focation was bought by La Hacienda Meat Market and Grocery, which is making steady
progress with remodeling the building.

Meat market owner says it hurts to leave Ottumwa behind after fire

The market's story isa't just about the 42 kinds of sausages you can find in the store. Nox is it
just about its specialty meat cuts for immigrants craving a taste of home.

Its story is 2ls0 about how dedicated the Lopez family is to giving back to their community. In
Ottumwa, they donated thousands of pounds of meat to local fundraisers and helped other
local businesses get on their feet.

“It does hurt in a way for us t0 leave because theyve seen us grow. They've seen my nicce
grow,” Lopez aid. “Tve seen them gn gee engaged. Ive scen

* Donating thousands of pounds of meat to fundraisers

* Selling tacos during Ottumwa’s Balloon Races and returning the proceeds to the
Organization

o Working with the Kiwanis on community projects

* Helping a CrossFit trainer launch 2 gym by raising moncy through chicken-box
sales

After the fire, Ottunywa residents offered such extensive help that the family had to turn away
some people who wanted to assist with cleanup. For Lopez, that response revealed how
significant the market had become 1o the city.

A distinctive approach to butchery

Cerro Grande specializes in meat cuts, prepared foods, and s3usages associated with Hispanic
and other immigrant cuisines. Lopez describes his craft as closer 1o a chef's work than
conventional meat processing. The store reportedly offers 42 varieties of sausage, including
unusual creations such as a cordial cherry-and-chocolate flavor.

t0 us for support.”

Cerro Grande Meat Masket made tacos for Ottumwa's Balloon Races, with proceeds going back
10 the organization. It did fundraisers with the Kiwanis, 3 nonprofit that focuses on
community service. Lopez helped a CrossFit trainer start his own gym after he saw his
business proposal — by selling boxes of chicken.

“When the fire happened, we realized how much of an impact we had in the community
because the community showed up for vs,” Lopez said.

His family had to turn away people who wanted to help ciean out the remains of their market.

Cerro Grande features fourth-generation butcher

Aside from large chains such as Hy-Vee and Fareway, Lopez said there isa't another stoce quite
like Cerro Grande. He's trying to bring European-style meat markets 1o lowa.

His dad stasted a Hispanic masket in Marshalltown in the 19905 before moving to Ottumwa.
Lopez saw an opportunity to convert the store into 3 meat market. Over five years, Lopez
added new inventory to the store and beefed up advertising on social media.

“Since I'm very passionate, | wanna sce people try my products because the way I think of my

Th 4“ gua ip y ] way of butchery is more of like a chef,” Lopez said.
: 'T ne-auu-/ -Ib the world, who were k
His is not y 80 years in the culinary world.
mmmmmm«mmm‘m
recipes °p pei Examples include: Their ited in some ing sausage flavors at Cerro Grande, like its.
cordial cherry-chocolate mixture.
. g ki a1 scratch
» " o ing down a redpe for St Word of mouth speead, and Lopez s3id people from all over the United States, from Alaska to
Filipino traditions _— . Missouri, have traveled to Jowa specifically to try his food.
. Om ales, s Ottumwa seems to think he has talent — Lopez won first place in the symphony orchestra's 25
cultural backgrounds Men Who Can Cook contest in 2022, as well as second place in the People’s Choice Awards
during the same contest.
A multigenerational tradition :
Lopez <he fourth of his family involved in butchery. His fathee Lopez said he trics not 1o raise prices on his meat just for ‘mmn-*. knows.

Mawmmmmunmmmmm
Lopez later saw an opportunity to transform the family grocery into a specialized meat market.
Over five years, he expanded its inventory and promoted the business through socal media.
According to Lopez, customers traveled from as far away as Alaska and Missouri to try its
products. His cooking also received local recogaition: in 2022, he won first place in the

130.
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As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Sullivan University has seen massive changes. Here’s a rundown,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Courier-
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Journal article and reproduced an extensive summary mirroring the article’s section-by-section

structure and reproducing the substantive content from the original article. See Ex. B at 4.
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QUERY

Picase find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Sullivan University has scen massive changes. Here's a rundown

In-depth summary

The article, published by the Louisville Courier journal on August 12, 2025, describes a period of
substantial upheaval at Sullivan University following co-founder Alva Ray Sullivan’s death in
2022. Although the private, family- d to present itself as
wmwmwmmmm;mmu
uncertainty among employees. (vahoo.com)

Leadership instability

President Tim Swenson resigned on August 6, 2025, two days after being placed on
administrative leave and less than three years after taking office. The university did not
publicly explain cither decision.

Swensoa’s predecessor, Jay Marr, had moved into a vice-chancellor position before joining
Sullivan's ditor, the Southern A of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges.

Executive turnover
Several important administrators also left:

. Nina
Spalding University,

* CFO Bethany Dupree also moved to Spalding, after saying she had improved
Sullivan’s cash flow substantially.
o Marketing manager Emily Kunkel left after oversecing the “School of Doing”™
advummsump.\ly!

‘;ivhrdl’ﬂ ark sor and quality-

departed after more than 25 years and joined

mhmﬂmwmnmmmm
SACSCOC The turnover occurred around Sullivan's majo
Mm—auhmms

Layoffs and consolidation
Sullivan conducted rwi ds

o O S M

in 2025:

1. In May, it eliminated 10 pe
Lhﬁ;kwﬂhmdnmﬁkpﬂﬁumﬁm

were already vacant.
e Ty 3
lhlmlnlle-‘"‘“ lidat

After the redoctions, Sullivan reportedly camployed app  people systemwid
Shrinking physical footprint
The university had already reduced its operations by:

« Closing instructional sites at Fort Knox and Louisa.

* Closing the College of Technology and Design.
o Selling its Atkinson Square property to Jefferson County Public Schools in 2021,

It also listed Gardiner Point, its oaly residence hall, for $9.95 million. The 257-room
property would end Sullivan’s on-campus housing model in Louisville.

Swenson said the dorm had become underused after the pandemic. He also argued that most
residents were culinary students who would benefit from ordinary apartments with kitchens,
which the residence-hall rooms lacked.

Financial and governance concerns

The article does not claim that Sullivan is mwlwm but the combination of layoffs,
lidation, asset sales, ies and P raises qu about its

financial condition and long-term direction.

Its finances have also surfaced in litigation involving members of the Sullivan family. Divorce
and inheritance-related disputes reportedly provide rare outside glimpses into ownership,

The Courier-Journal
ARTICLE

hetps:/;
I

du 2025/08/12/sulli
h/85546891007/

Sullivan University has seen massive changes. Here's a
rundown

Stephanie Kuzydym - Louisville Courier Journal

Sullivan University ran a serics of billboards this spring around Louisville and along Interstate
65, marketing the institution as the “School of Doing.”

The campaign ran partly to coincide with the approaching end of the school year.

But the nods to the school’s nursing and culinary programs were also on dnsphy for a visit
from the organization that oversees Sullivan’s itation: the South of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOS) or SACS, for short.

The school's last review by the acerediting body was a decade prior, in 2015.

In the 10 years since, the school lost its co-founder and downsized its offerings, all while
maintaining publicly its financial stability.

But in the time since founder Alva Ray Sullivan's 2022 death, there’s been a lot of change at

the regional university, causing uncertainty among faculty and staff, including last fall, when

LEO Wecekly published a story that named Sullivan University the worst place to work in

Louisville among reviews on Glassdoor — a job search website where current and former
can ly review their

T ‘P

1o caly resid

From the planncd sale of the
here's a rundown of recent changes:

hall to its p stepping down,

Sullivan search for new president begins

On August 6, Tim Swenson resigned as president from Sullivan University, two days after he
was placed on administrative leave and less than three years after he was named to the
position.

An email to staff sent by Jill Long, the special assistant to Sullivan University System’s
chancellor and CEO Glenn Sullivan and sent on behalf of Jeff Biggs, who serves as chairman of
Sullivan’s board of directors, did not give a reason for Swenson stepping down.

“It is also imp to recognize his ib
SACSCOC accreditation process,” the email said.

and efforts in working through our recent

mw directors, which already included Glenn Sullivan, the now-interim
president, includes otk ‘Sullivans: Lisa Zaring, Glenn's sister and daughter of founder Alva

MMMM&MMWJ::-&

Prior to Swenson, Jay Marr served as Sullivan University's president. When Swenson was
d as the new president in Sep 2022, Marr was named vice chancellor. Three

moaths later, he became vice president of the SACSCOC, according to his LinkedIn. Marr did
not respond to a request for comment from The Courier Journal.

Shakeup among university executives

In the years since Marr left, there were some major moves in Sullivan University’s executive
positions, especially in the moaths prior to Swenson being placed on leave.

A March 31 email, obtained by The Courier Journal and sent to staff from then-president

Swenson, announced Nina Martinez, the senior vice president of earoll
would leave the university after more than 25 years with the institution.

Martinez is now the vice p of and student at Spalding
University. She was the first of two executives to move from Sullivan to Spalding. The second
was Bethany Dupree, now the chief financial officer at Spalding.

Dupree was named CFO of Sullivan in August 2023, according to Sullivan's hiring
announcement from Swenson and obtained by The Courier Journal.

Dupree served as the CFO for nearly two years, “transforming financial operations, delivering
an 88% improvement in cash flow versus the prior 10-year period,” she said on her Linkedin
profile.
Hubbmwduﬂhmum’n“uws.dmﬁﬁﬂd'd
‘marketing manager.
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131.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Beloved cougar dies at Shy Wolf Sanctuary in Naples,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Naples Daily News

article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, reproducing the article’s key facts. See Ex. B at 12.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Beloved cougar dies at Shy Wolf Sancruary in Naples

In-depth summary

The article, published by Vanessa Norris of the Fort Myers News-Press and Naples Daily

News on June 25, 2026, reports the death of Cimarron, a 19-year-old cougar at Shy Wolf

Sancruary in Naples, Florida. Known affectionately as “Cimmy,” he died peacefully of narural
June 20, ded by his caregivers. (30l com)

His life at the sanctuaty

Cimarron was born and bred in captivity. He arrived at Shy Wolf Sanctuary when he was
approximately three years old and lived there for the remaining 16 years of his life. His age was
notable: wild cougars generally live much shorter lives, while animals receiving managed care
<an occasionally survive beyond 20 years.

The article depicts his longevity as evidence of both his resilience and the sustained care he
received. Staff had noticed recent health changes and understood that his death was
approaching, but sanctuary representatives said his loss still created an enormous emotional
wvoid.

A distinctive personality

Cimarron was remembered not simply as an exhibit but as an individual with clear preferences
and a forceful personality. He reportedly:

Loved fresh catnip.

‘Was fascinated by the scent of Christmas trees.

Formed especially strong attachments to several male caregivers.

Could be selective and temperamental in his relationships.

Froquently surprised staff by recovering after periods when he appeared to be
declining.

These details give the article the character of an objfuary. Its focus is less on the biological fact
of the cougar’s death than oa the relationships he formed with the people who cared for him.

Educational importance
Cimarron served as an animal ambassador, helping thousands of visitors learn about cougars,
wildlife conservation and the dangers facing Florida panthers. His presence cnabled the

sancruary to turn abstract environmental issues into a direct encounter with a living animal.

He also pasticipated indirectly in the sancruary’s broader community mission. Earlicr
sanctuary materials describe visitors—inchuding vulaerable and ized young people—
mecting or spending time near his enclosure as part of educational and therapeutic

(azchive paplesncws com)

P

Continuing contribution to science

A major point in the article is that role did ot end with his death.
Shy Wolf Sanctuary arranged to donate tissue samples to the Florida Fish and Wildlife

His body was transported to Naples Zoo, where an FWC veterinarian was expected to conduct
a postmortem cxamination and collect the samples. His remains were then o be cremarted
through Faithful Companions. (a0l.com)

The donation creates a firting conclusion to his life: an animal who educared people about wild
cats while alive may now help scientists better understand a discase threatening related native

species.

Naples Daily News

ARTICLE
hutps://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/local/2026/06/25/beloved-cougardies-at-19-at-
shy-wolf-sancruary-in-naples/90695346007,

Beloved cougar dies at Shy Wolf Sanctuary in Naples
Vanessa Norris - Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News
Cimarron, a beloved cougar at the Shy Wolf Sancruary in Naples, died June 20 at 19 years old.

A news release by the Shy Wolf Sancruary revealed Cimarron, nicknamed "Cimmy” for short,
died of natural causes.

Cougars typically live eight to 10 years in the wild, but can live over 20 years in captivity,
according to Big Cat Rescue, a nonprofit conservationist organization.

Cimarron was beed and born in captivity. At 3 years old, he was transferred to Shy Wolf
Sanctuary, a nooprofit animal rescue, where he spent his remaining 16 years.

“His loss lcaves an enormous hole in the hearts of everyone who knew and loved him,” Shane
Bilez, the Shy Wolf Sanctuary president, said in the release. "The sancruary feels a littde quicter
without him."

Cimarron was full of personality and *had a particular fondness for the men in his life,”
growing strong coanections with his caretakers, the release said. He loved fresh catnip and the
smell of Christmas trees during the holidays.

During his time at Shy Wolf Sanctuary, Cimarron helped educate visitors about cougars and
threats to Florida panthers.

Even after his death, Cimasron will contrib effores. The
sancruary partered with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to donate

R

Cimarron's tissue samples to research into feline pathy, a disorder
affecting Florida panthers and bobeats.

Cimarron's body was transported to Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens, where a Florida Fish
and Wildlife will collect tissue samples for the
research.

His remains will be cremated by Faithful Companions.

“Cimmy touched countless lives during his time with us.” Liz Harmon, the sanctuary’s animal
care director, said in the release. "Thank you for the memories, the Laughs, the attitude and the
privilege of caring for you. You were deeply loved, and you will be decply missed.”

Reach reporter Vanessa Noris by emailing ynogis@acws-peess com

Do you have an opinion abour this topic? Send us a letter to the editor or guest column at
mailbag @acws-peess.com or letters@naplesnews com.

Please support local community journalism and stay informed about Southwest Florida nows
by subscribing to The News-Press and Naples Daily News; download the free News-Press of
Naples Daily News app, and sign up for daily briefing email newsletter, food & dining and
growth & development newsletters here and here.

132.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:

Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey,” GPT-5.6 retrieved an Asbury
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narrative structure, reproducing the exact details from the original article. See Ex. B at 2.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey

In-depth summary

“Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New Jersey,” by Dan Radel of
the Asbury Park Press, was published May 26, 2026. It reports that another satellite-tagged great
white shark has passed the Jersey Shore during the species’ annual northward migration.
(acLcom)

Cross’s journey

Cross is a juvenile male great white measuring nearly 10 feet and weighing approximately 400
pounds. His satcllite tag transmitted a location cast of Atlantic City around sunset on May 25.

-
Recent research based on 92 tagged sharks confirms that the Gulf and Straits of Florida are
3 e for this population. ( hor)

winter habitats—not merely
regular y

These movements illustrate a coastal migr corridor ing the United
States, the New York-New Jersey region and Atlantic Canada. OCEARCH identifies the New

York-New Jersey Bight as an important nursery area for this shark population. (gecarch org)

How the tracking works

Cross carries a satellite-linked SPOT tag on his dorsal fin. A location “ping” occurs when the
fin—and therefore the tag—breaks the surface long enough to communicate with a satellite.
Consequently, a ping marks a confirmed surface location, not the animal’s uninterrupted or
exact real-time course,

OCEARCH has spent more than a decade combining these records with biological
samples collected during tagging. Its western North Atlantic database includes more than 100
tagged white shacks. The goal is to identify migration corridors and essential habitats while

dge of shark and (oceasch.org)

P P

b

The loggerhead-turde sidebar

Asbury Park Press

ARTICLE
https://www.app.com/story/ncws/local/animals/2026/05/26/ocearch-great-white-sharks-
new-jersey-cross-nori-quint-ripple/90194152007/

Parade of great white sharks continues as Cross reaches New
Jersey

Dan Radel - Asbury Park Press

The great white sharks keep coming up the coast to swim off the Jersey Shore.

The latest shark to "ping” off the New Jersey coast is Cross, who's just a juvenile male great

white shark that weighs around 400 pounds, give or take, and is nearly 10 feet long. Cross's

last location was cast of Atlantic City, where satellite picked up the signal from the SPOT tag
on his dorsal fin Monday evening around sunset.

and using satellite tags to gather migration routes from the sharks to better understand the
life cycle of one of the ocean's apex predators. With the data, OCEARCH can map essential
shark habitats, and inform future conservation efforts to help protect the species.

More: Jersey Shore boardwalk prizes you can win this summer

More: Two in critical condition after Barnegat Bay boat crash
She was tagged by the Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Rescarch in partnership with the
Caretta Research Project. OCEARCH monitors her movement with their shark tracker app.

‘When Jersey Shore native Dan Radel is not reporting the news, you can find him in a college
classroom where he is a history professor. Reach him at dradel @ganncttaj.com.
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133.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
These Eastern NC barbecue spots turn a day trip into a feast,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Star News
article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, reproducing its section-by-section recommendations and paraphrasing the

substantive content from the article. See Ex. B at 17.
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QUERY

Picase find and summarize the aricle with this itk and give me an in-depth summary:
These Eastesn NC barbecue spoes turm 3 diy trip kneo a fease

In-depth summary
The asticle, writien by Allison Ballard for the Wilmington StarNesvs aad published July 25,
2026, preseats Eastern North Carolina barbecuc as boeh a culinasy tradition and an ideal road-

trip theme. From travelers ch celebrated barbecue destinations
within a few hours, combi all hi h of the region’s food
herirage. (usencvareiahoo com)

Eastern North Carolina’s barbecue identity
The region’s defining seyle is:
* Whole-hog barbecue, rather than meas from only the shoulder
*  Pork scasoned with 2 vinegar-based sauce
« Cooking and recipes mak across
®  Rusal sescavrants thar oftea csbody local history as much as diaing culruse

The article wears these resauranes a3 interconneceed pieces of 3 larger wradition. Rather than
naming cac definitive winner, it eacourages readers to visit several and compare theis
approaches.

Wilmington Star-News
ARTICLE

heeps://veww, 2026/07/25/bes barbeo

restaurants-for-3-wilmingron-0ad-trip/9093 7584007/

These Eastern NC barbecue spots turn a day trip into a feast
Allison Ballard - Wilmingron ScarNews

Juse a couple of hours from the Wilmiagron area, ir's possible ro take 2 closer Jook, and rasee,
of onc of the country’s most beloved and distinctive foodways. Sure, there are basbecue

traditions around the world, but in Eastern North Carolina, barbecue has been whole-hog and
vinegas-doused for decades, based oa gencrations of hertage.

And there are %0 many poreatial stops, cach offering its own picce of the barbecue puszle,

which makes it casy o plan a day wuip, or weekend gecaway, exploriag the small cowns and
rural roads. If you've already checked out the Wilmingron-area barbecue spots, and wane 10
explore more, here are some ideas.

More: 60+ restaurants, bars, more have opencd this yeas in the Wilmingron arca

Classic ‘cue

Barb =

laa BEQin

00 beteer place
R Barbecne. tad mbdns b

Ayden. 1

since 1947, It was also linded in National Geographic magazing in 1979 and has become 3

Classic destinations
Wl..uq—mhi i =y R o]
in 1947, ks e RIS
FORRERREY ofskin, or 5

cecogaized It kn 1979, and lc has siace become & beachmark for fodging E3scern Norch Caroliad
barbecwe.

Grady’s BBQ — Dudley
R iy fo P e 4o ade dishes 3ad

desserss. the comple basbecue meal
exclusively on smoked pork.

* Wilbet’s Barbecue in Goldsboro

* Bum’s Restautant in Ayden

2 & HRE R vl

A new generation of pitmasters

The asticle then explains that the eradition is evolving rather than remaining frozen in the pase

Sam Jones BBQ — Winterville
Sam Jones is a third-gencration pitmascer descended from the Skylight lan tradition. His

how younger peeserve whole-hog barbecue while
adapting its presentation and reseaurant setting for contemporary diners.
Southern Smoke — Garland

Chef and cookbook author Marchew Regisser offers another modern interpretation. His menu
combines traditional barbecue with mare contemporasy side dishes and changiag specials.

Together, these illuserate conti newer pi are not
abandoning Eastern North Carolina’s heritage, but expanding what can be done withia ic.

Narional recognition
The asticle widens the itincrary to inclode restaurants recogatzed by major culinasy
institucions:

* Prime Barbecue in Kanightdale received Michelia Bib Gourmand recogaition.

* Dampf Good BBQ in Cary was also recognized by Michelin.

* Lexington Barbecue in Lexington received 3 James Beard Foundadon America’s

Classics Award.

Lexingron Barbecue represeats 3 neighboring but distince Nocth Carolina tradition, making it
useful for wravelers who want 10 compase regional styles racher than focus exclusively on
castern whole-hog barbecue.

More: Wilmingeon-area chef appears on Food Neowork show tonight. How to warch

New ‘cue

Now, there are next gencration and newer ‘Cue masters who are coming on the scene. Sam
Jones is 2 chird generation piemaseer in che Skylight lineage and his epoaymous Sam Jones
BBQ shows how these traditions are evolving. And at Southern Smoke in Garland, chef and
cookbook author Matthew Regiseer also offers 3 contemporary approach o basbecue, sides and
specials.

STAY CONNECTED: Keep up with the area’s Latese food news by sigaing up for the Post City
Foodies newslenter and following us on Facebook and Instagram.

BBQ accolades

This seyle of food can also receive s0me pretey great culinary honors. If you wane to add to
your lise, Prime Basbecue ia Knighedale carmed 3 Bib Gourmand award from the Michelia
Guide and Dampf Good BBQ in Cary also got 3 mention from Michelin. For a neighboring
barbecue style, try Lexington Barbecuc in Lexington, which carned the America's Classics
Award from the James Beard Foundation.

Travel tips

1f you're going to hit the barbecue road, consule social media pages and websites, if possible,
0 make surc businesses will be open when you get there. Bring cash. While some of these
$pots acceps cards, 2 fow of them are cash-only.

Allison Ballard is the food and dining reporter 3 the StarNews. You can reach her at
aballard@usuodaveo com.
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134.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Supervisor calls for referendum on Milwaukee County courthouse revamp,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the

same structural organization and reproducing the substantive content from the original article. See

Ex. B at 10.
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QUERY

Plcase find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Supervisor calls for on County tevamp

In-depth summary
The asticle, pablished July 10, 2026, concerns

MW" cers we in oa the county’
SRR 2 &
mmw

What the re{ﬂendum would do

The referendum would not directly approve or reject the courthouse redevelopment itself.
Instead, it would address future borrowing and financial commitments. Biclinski's
resolution also sought $18,000 from the county’s coatingency fund to administer the vote.
Gaglcom)

Bielinski’s argument
Biclinski, described 23 the project’s strongest oppoacnt on the County Board, argues that 3
peoject of this magaitude could:
*  Require substantial loag-term bocrowing:
* lncrease fature debt-service obligations;
Put upward pressure on property taxes;
* Consume borrowing capacity needed for parks, transit, roads, bridges and other
public facilities;
+  Commit taxpayers befoce the project’s final inancing structuse is cleas.

The county’s 2026 capital budget was already constrained by a $56.8 million bonding limit,
leaving $63.3 million in requested borrowing authority unfunded. Biclinski therefore belicves
wvoters deserve a formal voice before the county makes an enormous. ph

Milwaukee Journal Seatinel

ARTICLE
https://www jsoaline.com/story/

local/s 2026/07/10/supervisoe-<alls-fos-
§/90867835007/

Supervisor calls for referendum on Milwaukee County
courthouse revamp

Vanessa Swales - Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A Milwaukee County Board supervisor wants the public to weigh in oa the counry's multi-

P amp complex.

897 millica to overhaul the crumbling

Inesirin  Npdeed fa p

complex, roughly
, Mggest opp il s
authored olution calliag for cfe . 3 ballot. The
Y Y pp =g
ded for the I

The resolution, M-ﬂlph{mmmmm]dyu also asks for the
eransfer of $18,000 from the approp County
Election Commission to offset the cost of the referendum.

Acﬂdmdmlmuhﬁwwmwmmmwm

e budge Couary, which may place upward pressure oa
umuwmmhmu«mmmw Bielinski's resolution
says.

um.ni-n ey argue

commitnsent. (0l com)

Why county officials say reconstruction is

Crowley administration’s response

Crowley’s office called the referendum peoposal premature. Spokesperson Joaathan Fera
asgued that the county has not completed its normal capital-project review and still must:

1. Present updated costs publicly;

2. Identify and analyze available funding sources;

3. Determine the final project scope;

4. Give the Couary Board, stakeholders and public complete information.

The administration therefore contends that asking voters to decide before those details are
settled would put “the cart before the horse.”

Cost and construction timeline
Appeoximately $38.6 million had becn allocated from fiscal years 2024 through 2026 for

planning, design and consulting. Roughly $858 million would still be required for
construction.

Design began in late 2024. Under the timeline described:
* Design and preliminary work would continue through 2028;
+ Demolition would begin around 2028;
. C would run from

2029 through 2032.

The loag schedule also exposes the project to further inflation, Bnancing and delay risks.
30l cons)

g"".} JF 3

Cromwicy has described the project as usgeas.

h‘ud-un

After Biclinski's proposal became public, Joaathan Fera, the spokesman for Crowley, said the
resolution “really purs the cart befoce the horse.”

Fera noted that many steps still need 1o take place, incloding 3 public presentation on the
project cost and available funding options, and the County Board still muse weigh in oa the
possible funding avenues and the scope of the project.

“Milwaukee County has a process for reviewing capital projects, which has not occurred yet,”
Fera said i  text message to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, "Elected leaders, stakebolders,
and the public deserve to have all the information befoce being asked to make these majoe
decisions.”

The desiga phase of the new courthouse complex began in late 2024 and with initial timselines
expecting to wrap up i 2028 and demolition set to start that year. Construction is expected to
take place between 2029 and 2032.

So faz, the county has allocated roughly $38.6 million berween fiscal years 2024 and 2026 for
the preliminary planaing, design and consulting work for the peoject. Approximatcly $858
million will be nceded for the remaining constructioa,

The county's adopeed capital budget for 2026 was limited to the approved bonding cap of
$56.8 million, which leaves $63.3 million in requested boading authocity uafunded, Biclinski's
resolution says, adding that substaatial borrowing for the project could limit the couary's
ability to finance other major infrastructure needs, such s parks, transit, bridges, roads 35 well
as other public facilities.

“Because of the magnirude and potential countywide fiscal impact of this project, Milwaukee
County voters should have a voice through a coatingent referendum before the County makes
afinal phase funding for the } project.” the resolution
said.

(This story was updated to add new information.)

47




Case 1:26-cv-08892 Document1l Filed 10/08/26 Page 48 of 79

135. As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Ohio is losing people, housing is a big reason they flee,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Columbus Dispatch
article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural organization

as the original article, tracing the article’s structure and reproducing exact details from the article.

See Ex. B at 23.

Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee. | Opinion

Article overview

“Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee.” is a November 26, 2024 opinion
column by Jon Melchi, executive director of the Building Industry Association of Central
Ohio. It originally appeared in The Columbus Dispatch. (yahoo.com)

In-depth summary
Melchi argues that Ohio’s projected population decline is closely connected to its failure to

Central Ohio is an early warning

Ohio's housing stock is old
Citing a white paper from the BIA Foundation, Melchi reports that:
* Nearly 20% of Ohio homes were builr before 1939.
* About half of the state’s housing stock is more than 50 years old.

New construction has not recovered

Despite Ohio havi

Ohio’s construction sector never fully recovered from the housing crash, even as houschold
needs continued changing.

Builders say they are ready—but constrained

Writing as a building-industry representative, Melchi says housing providers are frustrated
because they cannor satisfy demand. He does not provide a detailed list of obstacles in this
short column, but his appeal implies that public policy, local approval systems, and

P g

He calls for builders and public officials to work together on a statewide, “21st-century”
housing strategy.

The Columbus Dispatch

ARTICLE

https://www.dispatch.com/story/opini hio-h
h dedi

2024/11/26.

8ul ing-
/

bus/76:

BC-pOp

Ohio is losing people. Housing is a big reason they flee. |
Opinion

Jon Melchi

“Our housing shortage is a long-term threat to the growth that we have
been fortunate to experience,” Jon Melchi

Jon Melchi is executive director of the Building Industry Association of Central Ohio.

©Ohio could lose 675,000 Ohicans by 2050. That sobering news was reported by The Dispatch
from a recent Ohio Department of Development study. It should be a wake-up call to
residents, businesses and elected officials.

Some will say that housing is a problem unique to central Ohio, and I disagree.

Central Ohio the canary in the coal mine

First, nearly 20% of the state’s housing stock was built before 1939, and 50% is over 50 years
old.
Home builders are frustrated

1am privileged to work on behalf of the residential construction industry in central Ohio. I can
tell you firsthand the palpable frustration that housing providers have at being unable to meet
our communitics” demands.

‘We stand as willing partners to help our local and state officials understand the challenges and
work to find solutions to building homes in our region and state. We need a 21st-century plan
to build homes across our state, or we risk an increasing number of current and future

Buckeyes leaving our region and state to find communities that can meet their housing needs.
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136.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, "Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We hopped on the rapids to find out," GPT-
5.6 retrieved an Oklahoman article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the

same chronological structure as the original article. See Ex. B at 33.
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£pt-5.6-s0l The Oklahoman

QUERY ARTICLE

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary: hetpsy//www.google.comy/goco? url = CAESVAEB7keq Te-hQIZOSXSWOERu 4PRIZG
What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We hopped on the rapids to find out SQGOTHJx4YAZT IKXnQuolXwi-SMIS-

K7ZF1ImO7 otdhhXqqqdvKMiRoOIMGKUlewA EhVjmt9 jhi7 UINoLeECDCHzPXbE-
4VEdUwbSxnX _1c)3_ QQOTaDYYAUExV jW_LukHRGOAr4_YAsMUCIGyHkpV1aGogwA

WIW3BIMTISHQIMI_KLWIOMXuWNANSghnbDgPr3Smwf_czntsggsUomWmA = =

In-depth summary What's the whitewater course like at Riversport OKC? We
Amanda Avila's July 20, 2026 arvicle for The Oblahoman is a first-person account of navigating hopped on the rapids to find out
W“Csmm-mm—ummbmgudhehmm -

o and prep d with the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. Amands Avila - The Okdahosman
(zponts vahoo com) It tock only about a second at the top of Riversport Whitewater Center for reality to hit me.
The setip 1 was sitting in an inflatable kayak, about to go down the world champioaship and Olympic

Avila attemps the course in an inflatable kayak, commanly called a “duckie,” despite being a
beginner. Her trip occurs while nearly 400 athletes from 50 countries are training at the facility “No pressure,” Riversport director Chris Sorensen said with 3 laugh. “You're sharing the
for the 2026 ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships. course with the ltalian medalist.*

Avila experiences how physically and mentally demanding even its easier route can be. Oy
As part of The Oklaboman's series exploring the rise of canoe slalom in Oklahoma City abead
Preparation and safety of the 2026 ICF World Championships and 2028 Olympics, | naively agreed to take on the
Bk o o e, e s A s e e e et coure 1 he bt he vl — 030 et
. _ And yes, nearly 400 athletes from 50 nations were already there training.
® _ As | stepped off the golf cart and into the duckie — the inflatable, more stable version of a
. — kayak for people like me who don't know what they're doing — | saw Marta Berroacelli,

The Italian canoe slalom star waved in my direction. At me? | have no idea. But | nervously
smiled and waved back. | wasa't about to leave a two-time Olympian hanging.

That was the second moment | got nervous.

The first came about 15 minutes earlier when | heard the reparter who went before me had
fallen in.

But | already had all my gear on: a helmet with a waterproof camera attached, a life jacket
strapped so tightly it was hard to breathe (or maybe [ was just breathing harder) and the cheap
water shoes | bought on Amazon the day before, when | leamned flip flops weren't allowed.

The challenge excalates after the guide announces that the easy section is over. The subsequent There was no turning back now.

chutes feature:
My first challenge was stepping into the duckie without tipping it over.
* Faster currents
o Larger and more forceful waves Clnlicage smphets.
= e
o Greater risk of being pushed sideways
»  Less time to correct mistakes Then he smiled and said, "You're ready.”
The course d d i paddling and quick reactions. Avila finds that maintaining a You sure? | thought.

straight line requi wpper-body effor, particalarly s the waves strike the kayak
e e
The most dangerous moment

At Jeast it was a small drop. Not that bad.

current and racing through it while accurately negotiating gates. Even on the beginner route,
controlling direction precisely is much harder than it appears from shore.

Final impression
The guides praise Avila’s but she finishes with greater respect for competitive

muu-ﬁ-ﬁ-unﬂdquu—-—um
short of a launch that would have carried her &

-
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The article portrays Riversport OKC as both accessible and intimidating. Beginners can
expenience the course safely with instruction, appropriate equipment and guides, but the
increasing speed and instability reveal why elite cance slalom requires exceptional strength,

precision and composure.

More broadly, Avila uses her experience to help readers understand the venue physically: it is

not simply a recreational water attraction but a serious, technically demanding course capable

The first few rapids were casier than | expected.

Then the guide pulled over 1o the side. For a second, | thought | did something wrong.
“That was Level 1" be said "Now is where it gets harder™

That was the first time | heard there were levels to this thing.

I gave a nervous “Ok.*

of challenging Olympic-level athletes. (spocts yahoo coen)

We went down another chute ... and another ... and another. | lost count.

The current kept getting faster. Every wave seemed d d 10 shove me sideways and
make me fall off. The duckie suddenly didn't feel so stable anymore.

1 dug deep, relying on every bit of arm strength [ had to keep paddling as evenly and quickly as
possible.

There was cne point | thought | wasa't going to make it. | blinked, and suddenly | was
backward. BACKWARD.

All 1 could think about was the repocter who had fallen in before me. This can't be the
moment. Not today.

1 don’t know bow | was able to turn it around so fast before another drop, but thankfully my
fight-oz-flight instincts kicked in and got me back oa track.

A couple rapids later, | looked up and realized | had made it through.

Mission accomplished! | hadn't fallen in.

“That was it,” the guide said.

1let out 2 huge sigh of relief

“Now we just get to coast through these gates ™

Feeling a little too confident, | decided to try weaving through them like the professionals.
Instead, multiple white poles were hitting me in the face. 1 was quickly dane with that.

We paddied toward the stairs, stopping just before another launch that would have sent me
into the competition channel. | paddied with everything | had to avoid drifting that way.

As I stood up, both guides told me I'd doae well,
*You were the perfect client,” one said. "You're a natural,” said the other one.
Maybe they were just being nice, but I'll take it cither way.

The athlctes deserve all the credit for making it look effortiess. | went down the beginner
version and was just happy to make it down the river in one piece without taking a swim.

Amanda Avila is a sports intern for The Oklahoman. Have a story idea for Amanda? She can be
reached at asvilag oklaboman com or oa X/ Twitter at @avilaonair. Support Amanda’s work
and that of other Oklahoman journalists by purchasing a digital subscription today at
subscribe.oklahoman.com.

137. As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Biggest and wildest snowstorms in Rochester NY ranked. See the list,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a
Democrat & Chronicle article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same
structural organization as the original article, reproducing the article’s ranked lists of Rochester’s

largest multi-day and single-day snowstorms in the article’s original order and including

distinctive details such as the 63-hour snowfall of the 1900 storm, the Blizzard of ‘66 deaths in
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Orleans County, and the 1999 state of emergency reimposed six hours after it was lifted. See Ex.

B até6.
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Document 1
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gpt-5.6-s0l

QUERY

Please find and summarize the amicle with this dile and give me an in-depth summary:
Biggest and wildest snowstorms in Rocheseer NY ranked. See the lise

In-depth summary

The article, originally published by Rochester's Democrat and Chromicle and republished by
Yahoo, ranks che city's most extreme by multi-d. and single-day
snowfall Its | point i char Rochy '8 DOSitH \Je seorm eracks- d
beside Lake Oneario’s lake-effect snow machine—makes historic winter storms a recurring part
of local life. (yahoo com)

Largest multi-day storms
1. Feb. 28-March 2, 1900 — 43.5 inches
Rochester’s biggest recorded s:orm broughe snow continuously for 63 hours.
Transportation and commerce stopped across the region, nearby Le Roy reported
10-fooe drifts, Geneva lost outside communication, and Brockport was reachable
only on horseback. Milk and other basic deliveries were severely delayed.

4. March 13-15, 2017 — 26.5 inches
Its timing made this seorm particulasly damaging: it arrived only five days after a
major windstorm had knocked out power throughout the region. Schools and
businesses closed, while already serained residents and urility crews faced anocher

Democrat and Chronicle

ARTICLE

hups://vwww.democrarandchronicle.com/story/weather/2026/01 /25/biggest-and -wildesz-
h ¥ ked- list/87619438007/

Rochester’s biggest and wildest snowstorms ranked. See the
list
Victoria E. Freile - New York Coanect Team

Rochester is among the spowicst Cities in nation. The region is astride common storm tracks
and far enough north that precipitation often falls a5 snow instead of rain.

And of course, the Flower Clry
gencrating machines — Lake Ontario.

ok,

pic Here are some of Rocheseer's biggest:

Snowstorms in Rochester NY: Biggest multi-day snowfall
1. February 28 - March 2, 1900. 43.5 inches

Snow fell for 63 hours straight, making this the worse snowstorm and decpest snow pack cver
seen in Rochester. The monster storm halted commerce and disrupred lives chrough the Grear
Lakes region, with cities from Cleveland to Buffalo to Montreal reporting blizzard conditions.
1n this area, Le Roy had 10-foot drifts, Geaeva was cut off from outside communication and
the only people who made it into Brockport arrived on horses. In the city, people bemoaned
the £ace thar che daily milk train had been hours late and delivery vehicles weren't able o

navigace the srects,
2. February 27 - March 3, 1984. 32.7 inches

mmmmmaummmuawmnumu
when nearly 2 feet of snow fell and the Rochester
mmmummmummmmnm 1, but

Eajoe emerpeacy: light lod to clear and haul away saow.
5.Feb. 5-7, 1978 — 25.8 inches :

Pare of 2 major Eastern U.S. storm, it closed sections of the Thruway and helped 3. JRoudry 29 - Febeudy 2, 1966, 28.8 lnches

shut down Rochester on February 7. Two men died from heare artacks afeer The Blizzard deal of lake-effc wich repoe of 100 inches
shoveling. Problems with the city’s resp dan into e G S e, R s

removal faikures.

Largest single-day totals

1. March 1, 1900 — 29.8 inches
The biggest day within Rochester’s record-secting 1900 storm. Trains were
canceled, roads blocked, schools and stores closed, and demand for home-heating
coal surged.

2. Jan. 3, 1996 — 23 inches
Lake-effect snow immobilized roads and ocher transportation syseems. schook
closed for ewo days, while I plowing. Iready 6
serained by eardier scorms—scruggled with the cleanup.

3. March 4, 1999 — 22.3 inches
Snow accumulated at two o three inches per hour, producing widespread road
chaos and prompeing a stare of emergency. The storm was worse than forecascers

had anticipated.

4. March 6, 1999 — 18.4 inches ) i

A-udnq--uil ¢ days later. ) cace
hours afcer lfcing the pr Parcs of the Thruway,

mummwummmmxm

5. Feb. 14, 1960 — 18.4 inches
Deep drifs closed roads and grounded aircraft, although passenger wrains kepe
operating. Two men died while shoveling. The storm contributed to the winter of
1959-60 becoming Rochester's snowicst season at the time.

Main takeaways
* The 1900 storm stands alone: It holds both the multi-day and single-day records

in the arvicke.
Accumulation alone does not determine severity: Power failures, drifting, wind,
snowfall rate, depleted municipal resources and the timing of consecutive disascers
often mateered juse as much.
® Lake effect is a major factor: Rochester can receive prolonged or unexpectedly

intease snowfall because Lake Onrario supplics moisrure to cold air moving across

it

Back-to-back events are especially distuptive: The 1999 scorms and the
combination of wind and snow emergencies in 2017 gave authoritics and residents

mmnmﬂamnmudmmnmmm

m&ﬁm

4. March 13-15, 2017. 26.5 inches

This s20rm was insidious in that it began just Sve days after a ferocious windstorm knocked
out powes to much of the Rochester area. Schools and most businesses closed: those char
remained open had few customers, as no one could travel.

5. February 57, 1978, 25.8 Inches

The entire castern United States was socked by this scorm. Pare of the New York Stare
Thruway was closed, and the stock exchange in New York City shue down as well. Locally, it
scarted slowly but shut down Rochesser oa Feb. 7, 1978, Two men died of heare ateacks afces
trying o shovel snow thar lay two fece deep. The city manager later ordered an investigation of
snow-removal failures.

Snowstorms in Rochester NY: Biggest single-day snowfall
1. March 1, 1900. 29.8 inches.

This mother of all one-day storms forced cancellation of most trakn service, blocked roads,
closed schools, shuttered stores and left coal companics hustling 1o meet a spike in demand.
This was the second day of a chree-day event that became the biggest snowstorm on record
here.

2. January 3, 1996. 23 inches

A good portion of this mammoth snowfall was lake-effece snow from Lake Ontario.
Transportation neeworks ground 10 3 halt, and schools were closed for two days suraighe.
Municipal highway departments, their budgees already depleted by a heavy plowing workload
in November and December, cried poverty.

3. March 4, 1999. 22.3 inches

*Blizzard of '99" screamed the headline acop the next day's Democrat and Chronicle. "Big blow
wiggers mammoth pasalysis, road chaos.* A stace of emergency was declared after a storm thae
drops 2 t0 3 inches of snow an hour ravaged the region. Chagrined forecasters admitted they

hadn't foreseen the severity of the storm.
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138.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt

asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
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NJ’s Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on ‘Jeopardy!’. See his ranking,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a Bergen
Record article and output an extensive multi-section summary that paraphrased the article, tracking

its substance and structure. See Ex. B at 14.

£pt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
NJ's Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on Jeopardy!". See his ranking

In-depth summary
The article, written by John Connolly and published April 6, 2026, reports that **Jamie Ding of
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, earned his 17th consecutive victory on Jeopardy! ** (aol.com)

His historical ranking
The victory moved Ding into 10th place by himself on the show’s all-time consecutive-
wins list. He surpassed:

* Ryan Long, who won 16 games in 2022

¢ Scott Riccardi, another New Jersey who won 16 games

After 17 appearances, Ding had camed $494,012. At that point, the article ranked him:

¢ Eighth in all-time regular-season winnings
o 19th in overall Jeopardy! winnings, including tournaments

How he won his 17th game
Ding faced Maggie Faucher, a research
operations director from Marietta, Georgia.

He dominated the game and entered Final Jeopardy with $44,200, compared with Faucher’s
$7,400 and Hlebasko’s $3,000. Because his total was more than twice the combined threat
posed by his nearest opponent, he had already secured a runaway victory.

The Final Jeopardy clue concerned longstanding plans for an enormously expensive link across
the North Channel. The required response was Great Britain and Ireland, but none of the
three contestants answered correctly. Ding’s wager reduced his final score to $31,611, which
became his winnings for the episode. (ncwspub.live)

from Pittsburgh, and Mikey Hlcbasko, a sales-

Why Ding’s run was especially notable

The article emphasizes that Ding was not merely
lly strong |

ies; he was p

On March 17, he reportedly achieved a $42,400 Coryat score, exceeding Ken Jennings'
previous benchmark of $39,200 from June 10, 2004. On April 1, Ding also posted a $39,200
Coryat score, matching Jennings' earlier figure.

A Coryat score measures the value of clues a contestant answers correctly, while excluding the
effects of Daily Double and Final Jeopardy wagers. It therefore helps indicate a player’s

o s b
dge and buzzer p

Background and public recognition
Ding works for the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, connecting his
public-service career with affordable-housing initiatives. His streak secured him a place in the
season-ending Tournament of Champions.

* Governor Mikie Sherrill

«  Senator Andy Kim

* Senator Cory Booker

Booker praised Ding both for rep ng New Jessey on tel and for supporting
Ithough Ding lives in L ville, he originally comes from the Detroit arca. He graduated

from Grosse Pointe North High School in 2009 and Princeton University in 2013,

The story also offers a lighter personal detail: Ding and his sister operate an Instagram account
reviewing General Tso's chicken from different hing Ding di d on the
program.

Main takeaway

The article presents Ding’s 17th victory as a major milestone: it placed him among the show’s
ten long inning pushed his regul carnings close to half a million
dollars, and d his reputation as an lly domi: play simply a
contestant surviving close games. (agl.com)

Bergen Record

ARTICLE
https://www.northjersey.com/story/entertainment/tv/2026/04/06/jamic-ding-of-new-jersey-
wins- 17th-straight-on-jeopardy/89489626007/

NJ's Jamie Ding wins 17th straight on Jeopardy!". See his
ranking

John Connolly + NorthJersey.com

The “Jeopardy!' champ just keeps on rolling.

Jamie Ding, of Lawrenceville, N.J., won his 17th straight game on the long-running game show
to put him alone in 10th place on the all-time “Jeopardy!” wins list, according to
TheJeopardyFan.com. He broke a tie with Ryan Long (16 wins in 2022) and fellow New
Jerseyan Scott Riccardi, an engincer and Rutgers grad from Somerville, who won 16-straight
last July.

On the Monday, April 6 show, Ding won $31,611 to bring his 17-day total to $494,012, which
is eighth on the regular-scason moncy list all-time and 19th overall.

Ding's opponents on Monday's show were: Mikey Hlebasko, a sales operations director from
Marietta, Georgia, and Maggie Faucher, a research assistant from Pittsburgh.

Take our quiz: Think you can beat NJ Jeopardy!’ champ Jamie Ding?

Heading into Final Jeopardy in Monday's game, Ding had the contest wrapped up with $44,200
to Faucher’s $7,400 and Hlebasko's $3,000, TheJeopardyFan.com reported.

The Final Jeopardy was: "At least since 1890 plans have existed to link these two islands across
the North Channel: a 2021 estimate ranged around $450 billion."

All thee contestants missed the correct answer, which was: "What is Great Beitain and
Ircland?"

Inside the numbers: How NJ Jeopardy! star Jamic Ding's wins compare to past champions

Who is Jamie Ding?

Ding, who works for the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, has secured a
spot in the season-ending Tournament of Champions.

v Jersey Gov. Mikie Sherrill, who posted applauding Ding after he set
an impressive record on the show that began 62 years ago.

On the March 17 show, Ding set the mark for highest Coryat score with with $42,400, topping
the record of $39,200 achieved by now “Jeopardy!” host Ken Jennings back on June 10, 2004,
according to TheJeopardyFan.com. On the April 1 show, Ding tied Jennings with at $39,200
Coryat. A Coryat score, named after a former contestant, is the sum of the natural value of any
clues without Daily Doubles or Final Jeopardy.

Sen. Andy Kim has also tweeted out congratulations to Ding
show.

While Sen. Cory Booker tweeted on April 1: Jamic Ding! Making New Jersey proud! This
Lawrenceville resident spends his days helping fund affordable housing across the Garden
State, then gocs on national TV and dominates. The man answers trivia on @Jeopardy and
houses people for a living. New Jersey does not miss. Keep buzzing, Jamic.

Originally, Ding is from the Detroit area, having graduated from Grosse Pointe North High
School in 2009. He gradh d from Princeton L y in 2013.

Ding told his alma mater that being on the show is *phenomenal.”

He and his sister have a Instagram account where they review General Tsos chicken at
called: I Ding talked about it on the show.
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139.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a

Detroit News article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same structural

organization as the original article, reproducing the substantive content from the article. See Ex. B

at 27.

gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit

Article summary
“Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in downtown Detroit™ was written
by Carol Thompson of The Detroit News and published on August 23, 2026. It reportson a

gathering of roughly 100 people at Hart Plaza marking Ukraine’s Flag Day and Independence
Day while urging continued American support for Ukraine. (aol.com)

What happened

wasion Theg;drringsetvtdbothaaadxurﬂclionmdapdﬁalwd:
organizers wanted to ensure that Ukraine and the war’s human cost were not forgotten.

The central message

mmmmmm.mmmm.mdm
uuummwhsmw
country ds, it th ¥ o

ifww“ "‘: i
other democracies as well. (a0l.com)

Why the rally mattered locally

-

Appeal for continued support
wwammmmmmemmwwww

www.detroitnews.com

ARTICLE

hupa//w“w detroitnews.com/story/! Mlml/mxlnpn/zolﬁ/mlul rally-ukrainian-
d flag-day-holidays-d hart-plaza/91433454007/

Rally for Ukrainian Independence Day draws crowd in
downtown Detroit

Carol Thompson - The Detroit News

More: Ukrainian Americans in Detroit rally against Russia's war, call for freedom

*So, my friends, what we're doing here is more than celebrating the Independence Day of
Ukraine,” he said. "We're showing Americans that Ukraine is not just a place on a map.
Ukraine is a country full of people with huge hearts who support their independence and the
independence of America.®

Russia is escalating its air war on Ukraine as fighting on the battleficld grinds toward the 4-
1/2 year mark. At least six people were killed and around 90 wounded Friday, Aug. 21, when
wm«m;mmmmmmmdwm

sh Jocal authorities said. At least six children were

mndcd.&:'l’hmndly Aug. 20, 16 people were killed in a Russian ballistic missile attack on
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv.

Zelenskiy called the attack "ab ly cynical and despicable.”

mmnMumanm‘mhmmap

"We are incredibly grateful to the American people and to the United States for standing with
Ukraine during these very difficult years,” Yakimenko said in a statement. “That support has
meant more to Ukrainians than words can express.

"Our message today is simple: please continue to stand with Ukraine. We hope Americans will
rmmnmudmwpponmglheuknmhnpmpkwmdrnghnolbwmnﬁu peaceful and

in the public She g de for the support p d by the Ameri
MMW%M&M‘NMWWM
compassion and advocacy.

Her statement reflects the article’s central as the war i public jon and

willingness to assist may weaken. The rally’s organizers therefore sought both to thank
Americans and to prevent solidarity from fading.

Wartime context

The story places the Detroit g 1g against the backdrop of g Russian aerial
attacks. It reports deadly strikes shortly before the rally in Kryvyi Rih and Kyiv, including
dvﬂhnuﬂdﬂﬂmddu.%mmmmmwd&dmﬂmm message: the
appeal for support d an active and g rian crisis, not only a symbolic
geopolitical dispute. (a0l.com)

country. Ukraine still needs your support, your compassion, and your voice.”
skthompsong@detroitnews com
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140.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response below, in response to a prompt asking, ‘“Please
find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary: That's not Kathy
Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far,” GPT-5.6 retrieved a USA TODAY article and provided
an extensive summary of the original article, following the article’s sequence and reproducing the

substance of the article. See Ex. B at 19.
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gpt-5.6-sol USA Today
QUERY ARTICLE

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
That's not Kathy Hochul. Al campaign ads are going t0o far. | Opinion

Article overview

Title: “That's not Kathy Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far.”
Author: Sara Pequenio, USA Today

Published: July 16, 2026

Genre: Opinion column (30L.com)

In-depth summary
The columa argues that Al-g d political ad g has crossed from ordinary
satire into dangs deception, making g gulati Y

The Hochul deepfake
q! opens with an by the campaign of Bruce Blakeman, a
wmmmmwwmnm:mmaw
o Welcoming und d immigrants into a luxury hotel
. Wmuﬂwﬁp@kmnﬂm

o Socializing with wealthy donors
+  Defending New York’s climination of cash bail
«  Standing near a man who offers her crack cocaine

Why dlsdosure is msuﬂiuenr

The ad therefore does more than exaggerate Hochul’s policies. Byphcmgmvcnmdwordsm

her mouth and depicting events that never happ it pp
q sces this as fund: lly more deceptive than ional negative advertising.
A broader political trend

o e byt

Offensive and discriminatory content
q argues that Al-ge pohualmodnalsofanhnmmsensxamloﬂmsc
ding imagery. She refi P ls involving Zohran dani and Barack

Although AI g the she emp that politicians remain responsible for
il and distributing it. Calling the content machine-generated does not
absolve the human campaign behind it.

An escalating arms race

That would produce an escalating cycle:

1. One campaign releases an effective Al attack.
2.1ts opp ludes that int creates a competitive disad 85

3. Both sides increasingly employ fabricated footage.
4. Voters lose confidence in all political media, including authentic recordings.

https://www. d: y/Opini ist/2026/07/15/ai-deepfake-campaign-ad-
regulation-politics/90901990007/

That's not Kathy Hochul. Al campaign ads are going too far. |
Opinion
Sara Pequesio - USA TODAY

Since Al is nonhuman and therefore does not have a gauge of what is
appropriate, it falls on politicians to determine what's appropriate to
publish - and we all know what a disaster that can be.
mammawmmummmmbm
into a luxury hotel, walking through a park filled with
ﬂmmmuwﬂn-ﬁhwmaamm

In one of the final moments of the ad, Hochul talks about how the state "ended cash bail so
that we could stop punishing people who commit brutal crimes against our fellow New
Yorkers, like this nice young man.”

“Want some crack?” a tattooed man behind her asks outside a New York City police precinct.

At the end of the ad, the campaign slogan “Criminals, Cronies, and lllegal Immigrants for
Hochul” flashes across the screen. The words under it are the most important past, yet easy to
miss.

“Paid for by Blakeman for New York,” the screen reads. “This video includes Al-generated
imagery.”

Nothing shown in the campaign ad is real. Not the hotel, the park, the clinic caring for sex
workers or the man offering Hochul crack. This isn’t even Hochul - it’s a version of her created
by artificial intelligence, a 2 i doppelganger sp g in a hyperbolic fashion
0 benefit the g 'S ber clection — Nassau County

P PP

Executive Bruce Blakeman.

Aside from the offensive things being created to disparage Dy or make Republi
appear to have more support than they might have, the use of Al is something that should
concern all American voters.

Another view: Politics doesn't need more fakery. Al s bringing it anyway. | Opinion

Al deepfakts distort the truth - in polmcs and beyond

There's also the fact that Al is being used to distort the truth — something that Republicans
who have used the tool have defended as free political speech, but it certainly enters a murky
legal area.

Finally, it's concerning that Al is being used to generate images that are morally questionable ~
at times even veering into racist territory.

In the 2025 New York City mayoral race, Zohran Mamdani was depicted by the Andrew
Cuomo campaign as cating rice with his hands. President Donald Trump once used a video

Since Al is nonhuman and therefore does not have a gauge of what is appropriate, it falls on
what's appropriate to publish — and we all know what a disaster that

can be.

Trump knows his Freedom Fuel is kind of socialism, right? | Opinion
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141.  As shown in the GPT-5.6 response reproduced below, in response to a prompt
asking, “Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona State became the Sun Devils,” GPT-5.6 retrieved
an Arizona Republic article and output an extensive multi-section summary following the same
structural organization as the original article, tracing the article’s structure and reproducing exact

details from the article. See Ex. B at 1.
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gpt-5.6-sol

QUERY

Please find and summarize the article with this title and give me an in-depth summary:
Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona State became the Sun Devils

In-depth summary

Katherine Chircus’s Arizona Republic article traces how Arizona State University cycled through
several mascots before adopting the Sun Devils, an identity that has endured despite recurring
controversy over its appearance. (gports.yahoo com)

From Owls to Bulldogs

ASU’s original mascot dates to 1889, when the institution was still called the Tempe Normal
School. Students selected the Owls to represent the school. Later, after it became Arizona
State Teachers College, the mascot changed to the Bulldogs.

Neither identity proved permanent. As the institution grew and evolved, students sought a
mascot that was more distinctive and connected to Arizona’s desert environment.

The 1946 vote

The creation of Sparky

The mascot became a live character in 1951, when student Dick Jacobs became the first
person to perform as Sparky. He appeared with Peggy Holiday and Peggy Sparkman, known as
the Sparkettes. During the 1950s, Sparky’s presentation evolved from a human-faced
character into the masked figure familiar at athletic events.

Controversies over Sparky’s appearance
Sparky's identity d popular, but redesi; P
hlﬂLMWuWMwﬂlmwmwm
alumni believed it looked too much like Satan. Their objections went beyond aesthetic
N - ey a i B e ks

some rep ly w0
Another backlash occurred in 2013, when ASU attempted to make Sparky appear more
cartoonish. Students and supporters organized Facebook groups and a Change.org

st the redesign. The iniveraity.ultizare} A from the proposs), d g
how strongly alumni and students felt that Sparky belonged to the wider ASU community—

not simply to university or

dly caused friction.

'8 dep

Central theme
The article is about the ion of i identity. “Sun Devils”
succeeded where “Owls” and “Bulldogs” did not because it was:

* Distinctive: It separated ASU from schools using more conventional animal
Mascots.

* Regional: The name evoked Arizona's sun, heat, desert and dust devils.

* Adaprable: It could function as a team name, illustrared logo and costumed
character.

. C ned:

their preferred version of Sparky.

div defended

lly app: d it and have rep

Bottom line: ASU became the Sun Devils through an overwhelmingly approved 1946 student

vote, inspired by desert imagery and reinforced by Berk Anthony’s Sparky ill
Subsequent disputes over Sparky’s horns and redesigns show that the mascot is not merely
branding; it has become a deeply held symbol of belonging to Arizona State.

The Arizona Republic
ARTICLE
heeps:/, com/story ducati llege/2026/09/19/history-of-th

sun-devil-and-sparky/91599728007/

Owls and Bulldogs were a bust. How Arizona State became
the Sun Devils

Katherine Chircus - Arizona Republic
1 was raised in a Sun Devil-supporting household — Arizona State University all the way.

But before students yelled “Forks up!” maybe they were barking.

In 1889, when the school was known as Tempe Normal School, the student body chose “Owls™
as the mascot. The mascot later changed to “Bulldogs™ after the school became Arizona State
Teachers College.

A few years after the official mascot change, a human version of Sparky first appeared in 1951.
ASU student Dick Jacobs was the first to perform as the school’s hype man. He was joined by
Peggy Holiday and Peggy Sparkman as the Sparkettes.

At some point in the 1950s, the mascot changed from a human face to a masked figure.

In 1971, the student body voted to give Sparky an update. However, some religious alumni
objected to the new look, which fearured prominent horns.

The Republic reported that alumni even threatened 1o stop supporting the university
financially if it was “a school which adopts such a striking resemblance of Satan” for its
emblem.

When the school changed Sparky’s look again in 2013, the university tried to make the mascot
*“more cartoonish.” The proposal sparked a Change.org petition and Facebook groups before
the university backed down.

Katherine Chircus was born and raised in Scottsdale and is a digital operations manager for
The Arizona Republic. Send tips on Arizona history items to kfritcke @azcentral.com.

Crossing the pond: Arizona State football fans embrace a rare chance to warch London game
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E. Willful Infringement

142.  OpenAT’s unauthorized reproduction and display of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content is willful. OpenAl was intimately involved in training, fine-tuning, and otherwise testing
the GPT models. OpenAl knew or should have known that these actions involved unauthorized
copying of this content on a massive scale during training, resulted in the unauthorized encoding
of huge numbers of such works in the models themselves, and would inevitably result in the
unauthorized display of such works that the models had either memorized or would present to
users in the form of LLLM search results. In fact, in late 2023, before his ouster and subsequent
reinstatement as OpenAl’s CEO, Sam Altman reportedly clashed with OpenAl board member
Helen Toner over a paper Toner wrote criticizing the company over “safety and ethics issues
related to the launches of ChatGPT and GPT-4, including regarding copyright issues.”**?

143.  That OpenATI’s products can output copyrighted content has been the subject of
widely publicized reporting that users were using ChatGPT’s Browse with Bing plug-in to
circumvent paywalls and acknowledged by OpenAl on its own website.

144. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs go to great lengths to protect their content. They
register copyrights in their content and provide copyright notices in connection with their works.
Beyond the protections provided by the exclusive rights of reproduction, adaptation, publication,
performance, and display under copyright law, the USA TODAY Publications use paywalls to
protect some of their content and implement terms of service and terms of use that restrict the use
of the content provided on their digital platforms. USA TODAY Co., Inc.’s terms of service, which

govern each of the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, provide that, absent a written agreement,

users may not “copy, reproduce, republish, upload, post, display, transmit, translate, perform, sell,

4 Andrew Imbrie, Owen J. Daniels & Helen Toner, Decoding Intentions: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND COSTLY
SIGNALS (CTR. FOR SEC. & EMERGING TECH. Oct. 2023).
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create derivative works, exploit, or distribute in any manner or medium (including by email or
other electronic means) any Content from the [USA TODAY Publication’s] Site.”** The Terms of
Service further instruct that users may not:

cache or archive any portion of the Content (except for public search engines
who create search indices solely for the inclusion of links and brief excerpts
of the Content attributed to us in search results, but not for Al-generated
summaries that operate as a substitute for the Content itself)

[...]

use our Site or any Content to develop or improve any software program,

model, algorithm, machine learning or artificial intelligence (Al) system or

tool (including generative Al), including without limitation for training, re-

training, fine tuning, grounding, retrieval augmented generation or otherwise

in connection with operating any such system or tool.

145. The USA TODAY Publications also block OpenAI’s web crawlers using robots.txt.

Not only do the USA TODAY Plaintiffs make clear that OpenAl is not permitted to use their
content by blocking OpenAl’s crawlers in their robots.txt files, but they also redirect detected Al

crawlers to a landing page that makes clear: “Crawling and scraping of our site is not permitted.”

4 Terms of Service, USA Today, https://cm.usatoday.com/terms/ (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).
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USA TODAY CO.

Attention

Content protection notice

Crawling and scraping of our site is not
permitted. If you are interested in our
content, please email:
distributedpartnerships@usatodayco.com to

engage in a business discussion.

146. OpenATI’s general practice when crawling and scraping “did not include reviewing
websites’ ... Terms of Use or Service.” OpenAl’s corporate representative testified that he was
unaware of “any effort to detect paywall content in its training datasets” or “to remove paywall
content from its training datasets.”**

147. Indeed, OpenAIl’s own executives directed and approved circumvention of
paywalls when acquiring content. When one OpenAl employee informed Greg Brockman about
“a hack to get around nytimes paywall” to assist his efforts to scrape the site, Brockman responded:
“ah nice.” OpenAl’s designated corporate representative testified that OpenAl had no “method for
detecting paywalled content” in its datasets.*’

148.  Upon information and belief, OpenAl was aware of many examples of copyright

infringement after ChatGPT products were released, some of which were widely publicized. These

“nre OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 9, 56.
4 Id. at 56.
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include multiple lawsuits (dating back to 2023) pending in this Court that allege such copyright
infringement.

149.  OpenAl knows a license is required—because it has paid for them to use content
belonging to other news organizations. OpenAl has entered into licensing agreements with over a
dozen news and media organizations, including the Associated Press, Axel Springer, The Atlantic,
and Vox Media. Those agreements prove that OpenAl understands copyrighted journalism has
value and that using it requires permission and payment.

150. OpenAl knew or reasonably should have known that training the GPT models on
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content would result in its products outputting material that infringes
those works. OpenAl knows that the GPT models have the propensity to regurgitate the
copyrighted material on which they were trained and that the outputs of ChatGPT include this
regurgitated copyrighted material.

151.  OpenAl also knew that its products were being used to elicit copyrighted content
based on, inter alia, OpenAI’s own acknowledgment of the issue on its website and the widely
publicized reporting that users were using ChatGPT’s Browse with Bing plug-in to circumvent
paywalls. In March 2023, OpenAl employees internally acknowledged that ChatGPT was able to
“access the content” behind a paywall, describing this as “[g]reat to avoid expensive
subscriptions,” but “[n]ot great for any company that provides a subscription-based service.”*®
152.  In July 2023, ChatGPT’s circumvention of paywalls became a viral topic of many

conversations online, including one post on X that received 1.9M views and a Reddit thread*’ that

gained 6.3K upvotes from Reddit users. Despite recognizing that the GPT models can reproduce

4 Id. at 14-15.
47 uw/HOLUPREDICTIONS, IT LOOKS LIKE YOU CAN USE CHATGPT TO BYPASS PAYWALLS, REDDIT (JULY 2023),
https://www.reddit.com/r/ChatGPT/comments/14j8qlu/it_looks_like_you_can_use_chatgpt_to_bypass/ (last visited
Oct. 6, 2026).
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copyrighted content and being aware that at least some of its users use the GPT-based products to
do so, OpenAl continued to use copyrighted material without authorization.

153.  OpenAl was also aware of the risk that its products could be used to generate Al-
generated “‘pink-slime” news articles—unreliable low-quality content that is often either
plagiarized or remixed from legitimate news sources. OpenAl knew that its GPT models were
being used to create unauthorized copies and derivatives of newspaper content on a massive scale.
OpenAlT’s products have made pink slime news content farms cheaper, easier to make, and harder
to detect. Using OpenAlI’s published API pricing, it costs roughly $6,800 to generate one million
news-style articles averaging 500 words each—requiring no human author, editor, or reporter to
do so. The proliferation of GenAl pink slime news content is harmful to journalism because it
undermines the business model of news publishers by diluting the market with a flood of low-
quality inauthentic news material, publishing plagiarized content, and siphoning away readers and
advertising money.

154. Well-publicized reporting also describes use of the GPT models to create
disinformation, misinformation, or simply poor replications of newspapers’ copyrighted content
on Al-generated “pink-slime” news sites.*® OpenAl was aware of the risk of such use of the GPT
models to create unauthorized copies and derivatives of newspaper content, and upon information
and belief, was aware or should have been aware of the actual use of the GPT models to replicate

such material.*

48 Jack Brewster, How I Built an AI-Powered, Self-Running Propaganda Machine for $105, WALL STREET JOURNAL
(Apr. 12,2024), https://www.ws]j.com/politics/how-i-built-an-ai-powered-self-running-propaganda-machine-for-105-
e9888705; Jack Brewster, et al., The Year Al Supercharged Misinformation: NewsGuard’s 2023 in Review,
NEWSGUARD (Dec. 27, 2023), https://www.newsguardtech.com/misinformation-monitor/december-2023/.

49 Sébastien Bubeck, et al., Sparks of Artificial General Intelligence: Early Experiments with GPT-4 (2023),
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2303.12712.pdf.
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155.  As further evidence that OpenAl knew or reasonably should have known that end
users use its GPT models to reproduce copyrighted content, OpenAlI’s platform publishes or has
published numerous Custom GPTs specifically designed to retrieve news content and circumvent
paywalls—despite OpenAl’s representation that it “set up new systems to help review GPTs
against [OpenAl’s] usage policies” and that it “continue[s] to monitor and learn how people use
GPTs.”>® One GPT hosted on OpenAl’s Platform titled “Key Word Internet News Search”

encourages users to query ChatGPT to “[f]ind latest ‘sports news’ from last 7 days on USA

TODAY.”
Key Word Internet News Search
Op sun jong lee A
GPT for structured news search, presenting results in table format.
Find latest 'sports Show recent List new 'science Search for
news' from last 7 'political events' discoveries' from 'economic updates'
days on USA Today from past week o... last 7 days on BBC from the past we...

156. As additional examples, OpenAI’s GPT store has included a “Bypass Paywall”
Custom GPT, designed to “[a]ccess paywalled articles easily” and a “News Summarizer Ace”
Custom GPT that encourages users to “save on subscription costs” and “skip paywalls just using

the link text or URL.”

9 Introducing GPTs, OpenAl (Nov. 6, 2023), https://openai.com/blog/introducing-gpts.
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Bypass Paywall (by Paywall.vip)

Access paywalled articles easily. Share your URL and get a Paywall.vip
bypass link instantly.

Share an article
URL - I'll give
you the bypass
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News Summarizer Ace

Articies deos and Podcasts: Concise briefs from any URL, paywall or
not, with our GPT! Sslect word length and language preferance
effortiessi
Productivity 300+
Conversation Starters
Skip paywalls by Just using the Bypass tedious copy-pastor
link textor URL video watch or listen

Our GPT guldes your reading

watching, listening choices

157. OpenAl approved and supported these Custom GPTs on its platform
notwithstanding its representation that it “led the Al industry in providing a simple opt-out process
for publishers . . . to prevent [its] tools from accessing their sites.”!

158.  OpenAl has the ability to monitor users that infringe the rights of copyright owners
such as the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. For example, in at least some instances where ChatGPT
detects that a user’s query seeks to elicit output violating the OpenAl content policy, which

requires that users “comply with all applicable laws,” instead of providing the requested output,

51" OpenAl and Journalism, OPENAI (Jan. 8, 2024), https://openai.com/index/openai-and-journalism/.
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ChatGPT will sometimes provide a message to the user stating, “this content may violate our
content policy.”

159. Not only is OpenAl capable of monitoring infringing outputs from its GPT-based
products, OpenAl has the ability to terminate user accounts that request and elicit copyrighted
content from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs and other rights holders. For example, in at least some
instances where ChatGPT detects that a user’s query seeks to elicit output violating the OpenAl

content policy, which requires that users “comply with all applicable laws, >

instead of providing
the requested output, ChatGPT will sometimes provide a message to the user stating, “this content

may violate our content policy.”

160. OpenAI’s Terms of Use provide:

We reserve the right to suspend or terminate your access to our
Services or delete your account if we determine:

o You breached these Terms or our Usage Policies.

o We must do so to comply with the law.

o Your use of our Services could cause risk or harm to
OpenAl, our users, or anyone else.

F. OpenAI’s Removal of Copyright Management Information from the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ Content

161. The USA TODAY Publications convey copyright management information

(“CMTI”) with their content. Each USA TODAY Publication conveys authors’ names, titles, and

52 Terms of Use, OpenAl, https://openai.com/policies/terms-of-use/ (last visited Oct. 7, 2026).
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publisher names with its works. For example, the following byline appears below the USA TODAY

article titled “The NFL stokes conspiracy theories again with Super Bowl 61 graphic.”

The NFL stokes conspiracy theories
again with Super Bowl 61 graphic
3 Joe Rivera
‘ USA TODAY
Sept. 9, 2026, 9:08 a.m. ET
162.  OpenAl intentionally removed the CMI from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content
in the process of scraping their content from the USA TODAY Publications’ websites, storing the
content in training datasets, using the content to train the GenAl products and/or in distributing
unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through the operation of OpenAlI’s
GenAl products. OpenAl knew that by removing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ CMI, the CMI
would not be retained within the GPT models and/or displayed when its products disseminate
unauthorized copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content to end-users, and thereby would
conceal OpenAl’s own infringement as well as induce, enable, facilitate, or conceal end-users’
infringement resulting from their operation of OpenAI’s GenAl products.
163. OpenAlintentionally removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ CMI from their content
in one or more different ways. For example, in order to construct the datasets used to train its
GenAl products, OpenAl used the “Dragnet,” “Newspaper,” and “Gutentag” content extractors

t.53

that, by design, removed the CMI from this content.”” These extractors target removal of CMI-

29 ¢

related terms like “byline,” “copyright,” and “©,” particularly where those terms appeared as

CML>*

33 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 77.
“1d.
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164. OpenAl used the Dragnet® and Newspaper>® content extractors®’ in creating the
WebText dataset, which intentionally removed the CMI from content scraped from the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ websites. Upon information and belief, OpenAl used these two extraction
methods, rather than one method, to create redundancies in case one method experienced a bug or
did not work properly in a given case. Applying two methods rather than one would lead to a
training set that is more consistent in the kind of content it contains, which is desirable from a
training perspective. The abstract of the paper describing the Dragnet content extractor states that
copyright notices are removed as part of the process of extracting the text content of a website:
“The goal of content extraction or boilerplate detection is to separate the main content from
navigation chrome, advertising blocks, copyright notices and the like in web pages.”® The
Newspaper content extractor operates according to instructions to separate and extract the article
text on the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ webpages while removing the CMI, including the CMI located
in the footer of the webpages, which includes the terms and conditions and copyright notices.

165. Dragnet’s algorithms are designed to “separate the main article content” from other
parts of the website, including “footers” and “copyright notices,” and allow the extractor to make
further copies only of the “main article content.” Dragnet is also unable to extract author and title
information from the header or byline and extracts it only if it happens to be separately contained
in the main article content. Put differently, copies of news articles made by Dragnet are designed
not to contain author, title, copyright notices, and footers, and do not contain such information

unless it happens to be contained in the main article content.

55 Matthew E. Peters & Dan Lecocq, Content Extraction Using Diverse Feature Sets, IN PROCEEDINGS OF THE 22ND
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WORLD WIDE WEB COMPANION 89 (2013).

% codelucas/newspaper, GITHUB, https://github.com/codelucas/newspaper (last visited Oct. 6, 2026).

57 Radford, et al., supra note 28, at 3.

38 Peters & Lecocq, supra note 55.
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166. Like Dragnet, the Newspaper algorithms are incapable of extracting copyright
notices and footers. Further, a user of Newspaper has the choice to extract or not extract author
and title information. On information and belief, OpenAl chose not to extract author and title
information because it desired consistency with the Dragnet extractions, and Dragnet is typically
unable to extract author and title information.

167. In applying the Dragnet, Newspaper, and Gutentag text extractors while assembling
its training datasets, OpenAl removed the author, title, copyright notice, and terms of use
information, the latter of which is contained in the footers of the USA TODAY Publications’
websites.

168. The Defendants, when using Dragnet and Newspaper, first download and save the

t.5° This is at least because, when they use Dragnet

relevant webpage before extracting data from i
and Newspaper, they likely anticipate a possible future need to regenerate the dataset (e.g., if the
dataset becomes corrupted), and it is cheaper to save a copy than it is to recrawl all the data.

169. Because, by the time of its scraping, Dragnet and Newspaper were publicly known
to remove author, title, copyright notices, and footers, and given that OpenAl employs highly
skilled data scientists who would know how Dragnet and Newspaper work, the Defendants
intentionally and knowingly removed this copyright management information while assembling
their datasets.

170. Upon information and belief, OpenAl removed the CMI conveyed with the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ content when creating its other training datasets for the GPT models.

171.  OpenAl distributed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content as output of the GenAl

products knowing that the CMI originally conveyed with the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content was

% In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 9.
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removed without their permission. OpenAl did so knowing that such distribution would induce,
enable, facilitate, or conceal its infringement or the infringement by an end-user of the GenAl
Products. OpenAl employees have stated that they removed text that OpenAl “wouldn't want the
model to be outputting,” including “copyright notices.”®"

172.  Moreover, OpenAl removed the CMI with the intent to allow end-users to claim as
their own the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content output from the GenAl products. For example,
OpenAlT’s terms of use provide that end-users “own the Output” notwithstanding the fact that the
output contains reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.5!

173.  Accordingly, OpenAl knew or should have known that removing the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ CMI from their content, and outputting that content without the CMI, wrongfully
implied that OpenAl had permission to use it, thus concealing its own infringement. OpenAl also
knew or should have known that removing the CMI in this manner would induce, enable, conceal,

or facilitate infringement by end-users of the GenAl products.

G. Profit to OpenAl

174.  OpenAl has greatly benefited from its wrongful conduct. The financial benefits
have been staggering.

175. As mentioned above, OpenAl has described itself as “the fastest technology
platform to reach 10 million users, the fastest to 100 million users, and soon the fastest to 1 billion
weekly active users.”

176.  According to OpenAl, it has at least 900 million weekly active users. A subset of
those users pays for ChatGPT Plus, for which OpenAl charges users $20 per month. When

announcing the release of ChatGPT Enterprise, a subscription-based high-capability GPT-4

0 Id. at 78.
1 Terms of Use, supra note 52.
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application targeted at corporate clients, in August 2023, OpenAl claimed that teams in over 92%
of Fortune 500 companies were using its products.

177. OpenATl’s products powered by the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ and other copyright
holders’ content have been massive commercial successes. As discussed above, OpenAl’s founder
Sam Altman anticipates annual revenues of $100 billion by 2027 and as of March 2025, OpenAl
was on pace to generate more than $12.7 billion in revenue—more than $1 billion per month.
OpenAl’s recent recapitalization valued the company at approximately $852 billion, and the
company has filed with the SEC for an initial public offering expected to generate hundreds of
billions of dollars.

H. Harm to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs

178.  OpenATl’s massive profits stand in stark contrast to the harm its conduct has caused
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs, whose content was copied without authorization to fuel that
commercial success.

179.  OpenAI’s unlawful conduct has caused, and will continue to cause, substantial
harm to the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. The content OpenAl copied in developing and deploying its
models cost the USA TODAY Plaintiffs hundreds of millions of dollars to create. The USA
TODAY Publications have spent those hundreds of millions of dollars and uncountable hours to
gather news and information for the reports they provide to their readers. Those readers support
the USA TODAY Publications by visiting their websites, purchasing their publications, and by
using services offered by the USA TODAY Publications’ affiliates.

180. OpenAT’s illegal and unauthorized use of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content to
train GenAl models has enabled OpenAl to create products that provide news and information
plagiarized and stolen from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs. Such activity fundamentally undermines

the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ business model, because it results in substitutive products. By
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providing access to those substitutive products, OpenAl siphons off the USA TODAY
Publications’ existing and potential customers through its unlawful and uncompensated use of the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content.

181. Indeed, as discussed above, OpenAl has publicly acknowledged that “the demand
for reliable local news is already visible inside ChatGPT at a rate of about 1 million prompts per
week,” with users seeking information about community events, local businesses, crime and
emergency response, legislation, courts, and public policy. The USA TODAY Publications cover
the same subjects in their local markets. OpenAl is now the one answering those questions, using
the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ reporting without compensation.

182.  OpenAlI’s own senior executives acknowledged that its products substitute for the
news it copied. OpenAl’s Head of ChatGPT, Nick Turley, wrote that publishers face an “existential
threat” from OpenAl’s products and that they “are largely substitutive, period” and “will get more
and more substitutive as they get better.” An OpenAl software engineer wrote that “no matter how
prominently we show the links, users won’t click.” OpenAl Policy Director Jack Clark wrote that
OpenATl’s Al work will “increasingly lead to us creating systems that substitute for the labor of the
people that define the ‘culture’ of society.” OpenAl internal documents characterized ChatGPT as
“[tlhe modern newsstand” and acknowledged that ChatGPT provides “fast, timely
answers...which you would have previously needed to go to a search engine for” including “up-
to-date sports scores, news, stock quotes, and more.”%?

183. If people are able to access the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through OpenAI’s
products without paying the USA TODAY Plaintiffs or subscribing to their products, they are

likely to do so and less likely to seek this information directly from the USA TODAY Plaintiffs.

%2 In re OpenAl, Dkt. No. 1977-1, at 1, 52-53, 67.
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184.  Additionally, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ business includes licensing content to
other media entities and publishers, but with clear guidelines as to how the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content can be displayed and used. In these cases, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs are
rightfully paid for the use of their work product. OpenAl’s illegal use of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content undermines these arrangements by providing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content directly to readers.

185. Inthese ways, OpenAl’s illegal use and distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content damages their ability to attract and retain paying subscribers while at the same time eroding
their ability to engage in and maintain licensing agreements with other publishers of news and
information.

186. Likewise, OpenAl’s illegal use and distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
content damages their ability to attract and retain readers while at the same time placing their
credibility and reputation at risk.

COUNT I: Copyright Infringement (17 U.S.C. § 501)

187. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

188. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are the owners of the registered copyrights listed in
Exhibit A.

189. By illegally amassing datasets containing the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted
works, including by scraping copies of their content from their websites and reproducing these
works from third-party datasets, OpenAl directly infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive
rights in their copyrighted works.

190. By exchanging copies of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works with

Microsoft—including the Bing Index content transferred to OpenAl, the jointly crawled Project
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Mango content, and OpenAl’s delivery of its GPT-3 training dataset to Microsoft—OpenAl
independently infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights of reproduction and
distribution under 17 U.S.C. § 106(1) and (3).

191. By creating training datasets and storing, processing, and reproducing the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works in training the GPT models, OpenAl directly infringed the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

192. By storing, processing, and reproducing the GPT models trained on the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works—which OpenAl designed to memorize and recognized did
memorize their training data—OpenAl has directly infringed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’
exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

193. By disseminating generative output containing copies and derivatives of the USA
TODAY Plaintiffs’ content through the ChatGPT offerings, OpenAl has directly infringed the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights in their copyrighted works.

194.  On information and belief, OpenAI’s infringing conduct alleged herein was and
continues to be willful and carried out with full knowledge of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ rights.
As a direct result of this conduct, OpenAl has wrongfully profited from copyrighted works that it
does not own.

195. By and through the actions alleged above, OpenAl has infringed and will continue
to infringe the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

196. As adirect and proximate result of OpenAl’s infringing conduct alleged herein, the
USA TODAY Plaintiffs have sustained and will continue to sustain substantial, immediate, and
irreparable injury for which there is no adequate remedy at law. Unless OpenAl’s infringing

conduct is enjoined by this Court, OpenAl has demonstrated an intent to continue to infringe the
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USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are therefore entitled to
permanent injunctive relief restraining and enjoining OpenAlI’s ongoing infringing conduct.

197. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are further entitled to recover statutory damages,
actual damages, restitution of profits, attorneys’ fees, and other remedies provided by law.

COUNT II: Vicarious Copyright Infringement

198. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

199.  OpenAl Foundation/OpenAl, Inc.; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI Corporation/OAI
Corporation, LLC; OpenAl Group PBC/OpenAl Holdings, LLC; and OpenAl Global, LLC
directed, controlled, and profited from the infringement perpetrated by OpenAl OpCo,
LLC/OpenAl LP and OAI International, Inc./OpenAl, LLC, including the reproduction and
distribution of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrighted works.

200. OpenAl Foundation/OpenAl, Inc.; OpenAl GP, LLC; OAI Corporation/OAI
Corporation, LLC; OpenAlI Group PBC/OpenAl Holdings, LLC; and OpenAl Global, LLC are
vicariously liable for copyright infringement.

COUNT III: Digital Millennium Copyright Act — Removal of Copyright Management
Information (17 U.S.C. § 1202)

201. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs incorporate by reference and reallege the preceding
allegations as though fully set forth herein.

202. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs included one or more forms of copyright-management
information in their content, including: a copyright notice, authors’ names, publisher’s name, title
and other identifying information, terms and conditions of use, and identifying numbers or symbols

referring to the copyright-management information.
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203.  Without the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ authority, OpenAl copied their content and
used it as training data for its GenAl models.

204. OpenAl removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-management information
(“CMTI”) when building the training datasets containing copies of their works, including removing
this information from content scraped directly from their websites and from content reproduced
from third-party datasets. OpenAl used text extractors—including Dragnet, Newspaper, and
Gutentag— designed to identify and remove CMI, including by targeting CMI-related terms such

29 ¢

as “byline,” “copyright,” and “©.”

205. OpenAl removed the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-management information
in generating outputs from the GPT models containing copies or derivatives of their content.

206. By design, OpenAl’s GPT-based products do not preserve any copyright-
management information, and the outputs of OpenAI’s GPT models removed any copyright
notices, titles, and identifying information, despite the fact that those outputs were often verbatim
reproductions of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content. Therefore, OpenAl intentionally removed
copyright-management information from this content in violation of 17 U.S.C. § 1202(b)(1).

207. OpenAl’s removal or alteration of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyright-
management information has been done knowingly and with the intent to induce, enable, facilitate,
or conceal its or end-users’ infringement of the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

208. OpenAl knew or had reasonable grounds to know that its removal of copyright-
management information would facilitate copyright infringement by concealing the fact that the

GPT models are infringing copyrighted works and that outputs from the GPT models are infringing

copies and derivative works.
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209. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs have been injured by OpenAl’s removal of copyright-
management information. The USA TODAY Plaintiffs are entitled to statutory damages, actual
damages, restitution of profits, and other remedies provided by law, including full costs and

attorneys’ fees.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the USA TODAY Plaintiffs demand judgment against each of the
Defendants, jointly and severally, as follows:

1. Awarding the USA TODAY Plaintiffs statutory damages, compensatory damages,
restitution, disgorgement, and any other relief that may be permitted by law or equity;

2. Declaring that Defendants’ past, present, and future use of the USA TODAY
Plaintiffs’ content is unlawful and infringes the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ copyrights and other
lawful rights and privileges;

3. Permanently enjoining Defendants from the unlawful, unfair, and infringing
conduct alleged herein;

4, Ordering destruction under 17 U.S.C. § 503(b) of all GPT or other LLM models

and training sets that incorporate the USA TODAY Plaintiffs’ content;

5. An award of costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees as permitted by law; and
6. Such other or further relief as the Court may deem appropriate, just, and
equitable.
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

The USA TODAY Plaintiffs hereby demand a jury trial for all claims so triable.

Dated: October 8, 2026 By: /s/ Steven Lieberman
Steven Lieberman (SL8687)
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Jennifer B. Maisel (5096995)

Hugham Chan (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Kristen J. Logan (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Bryan B. Thompson (6004147)
ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, P.C.
901 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 900 East
Washington, DC 20001

Telephone: (202) 783-6040

Facsimile: (202) 783-6031

slieberman @rothwellfigg.com

jmaisel @rothwellfigg.com

hchan @rothwellfigg.com

klogan @rothwellfigg.com

bthompson @rothwellfigg.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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